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The Political Thought of Zhuang Zi
and Its Development

MIZUNO, Atsushi

Abstract

Zhuang Zi said that the ideal policymaker was humble and sincere, indifferent about participating in
politics. Zhuang Zi’s perspectives on the ideal policymaker are revealed in his earliest writings on the
concepts of “wu yong zhi yong (useless use)” and “you (joy)” meaning the non-action free from
contrivance. On the other hand, the anecdotes of contrived attitudes of lords and vassals and the
ones simply focusing on the doctrines were written in a stable society after the establishment of the
Chin and Han dynasties. “Wu wet er wu bu we?” (You can do everything if you never do anything
unnecessary), the strong affirmative expression with double negatives, is similar to “ne: sheng was
wang” (Inner Sageness and Outer Kingliness) in the text, “tzan xia,” so it is assumed that it appeared

in parallel with Lao Zi.
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