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2007 TIUA Welcome Remarks

Good morning. It is my pleasure to welcome the 19th class of
Tokyo International University of America here to Willamette
University. You are embarking on a wonderful tradition that
began in 1989. Since then, more than 1,800 students have
participated in this program, a program that builds intercultural
friendship, understanding and community.

You have the unique opportunity to immerse yourself in
American society and to become part of the Willamette family.
Many participants in last years TIUA class, held leadership
positions on campus. Collectively that class dedicated more than
10,000 hours toward community service and various campus
activities. I encourage you to follow their example and I
challenge you to surpass their achievements.

This program allows you to fully integrate into the daily life at
Willamette - the academic and co-curricular activities that are
the heart of this University. We are fortunate to you have you
here. You have a wealth of talent and skill to share with our

community. While I know you will be mastering a new language

Willamette Wniversity President Lee Pelton

and unraveling the mysteries of American culture, I encourage
you to take a moment to search for opportunities for personal
growth:

— Volunteer as a coach for youth sports camps.

— Build homes for Habitat for Humanity.

— Run for student government.

— Become part of the residence hall council.

Each year you give Willamette students the invaluable
experience of making life-long friends and of becoming exposed
to the contrasts and similarities between our worlds. The short
bridge over 12th Street that connects our campuses is symbolic
of the 40-year connection that exists between Willamette and
TIU. Our universities join together year after year in a
commitment to strengthen understanding between cultures
needed to promote world peace.

Good luck this year. I know you will have an experience that
will forever shape your life.

Thank you.



