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SHEAEHER L, B3 TT ANVHBIEOREERNT5, £ LT, REBEICRIENZREREITR
AV AN

1. 7TAN Ve ZFORT

(BAED T R\ )1)

TV POEFR - RHBRICL o TOT ANVEBEO BER A BT 572010, ETT ANV EZ
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(7 RN )LD )
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TMBEORESL KB OEE R PITHR O ELHE THh - T, HE - FIFEILT X IVRIKRO B MR
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SINTZDIE, A A= RAOBHHO 17 HidBFEOZ L THDH 8, HERDIL, ZDOT ALk
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T THE~DIAF, TANNBIOU I~ —1b0RBFEEBREZERAE L, 20U 7 7HlEdE
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RO IR LALHE DB AN SN D ERIFFIC, HIFIZT ANV DOIRTHLEDO~T K (BEFK)
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Jewish contributions to interfaith dialogue and peaceful co-existence
Jonathan Magonet

On Jews and Judaism

When speaking about Judaism and the Jewish people in Japan | am faced with a particular
dilemma. According to the only statistics that I could find, the total Jewish population in Japan
amounts to about two thousand people (0.0016% of the population). | presume this figure is based on
the two small Jewish communities to be found here, in Tokyo and Kobe. Even if this figure is an
underestimate, it does mean that most Japanese people are never likely in their lives to meet a Jewish
person. In Europe or America there is a small but significant Jewish presence and a long and complex
history, so that some aspects of Jewish beliefs and culture are well known. The situation here is very
different. This means that when addressing a Japanese audience | am always faced with the question
of how much background information | need to give when speaking on any particular topic relating to
Jews and Judaism. This is particularly the case when it comes to the question of interfaith dialogue
between the three monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Even the relative size of
the three raises interesting questions. Though these figures are only approximate, there are about 2.2
billion adherents to Christianity worldwide, just over 30 percent of the world population; Islam has
about 1.6 billion adherents, just under 25 percent of the world population; in sharp contrast the total
number of Jewish people in the world amounts to about 14 million, 0.2 percent of the world
population. So if size alone is to be taken into consideration Judaism hardly belongs in the same
league as the other two major religions. And yet, all three belong together as the three so-called
‘monotheistic faiths’, and are also identified together as the ‘Abrahamic’ religions. Before addressing
the topic of interfaith dialogue itself | would like to explain more about the nature of Jewish society
today.

The origins of the Jewish people are to be found in the pages of the Hebrew Bible, a library of
books that record the selected memories of a particular people and the civilisation they created
between two and three thousand years ago. It reflects their struggles over the period of a millennium
in trying to comprehend, and find a way of living with, their revolutionary understanding of the nature
and demands of God. This God was understood to be the single Creator of, and power within, the
universe, was invisible and in no way to be represented by physical symbols. Yet this God had
entered into a special relationship with their ancestor Abraham and ultimately with his descendants,
the people known as Israel, a name which means either one who struggles with God or one who
struggles for, on behalf of, God. The basis of that relationship according to one important Biblical
formulation was that Abraham would educate his offspring to champion the values of ‘righteousness
and justice’ in the world (Gen 18:19). This would be exemplified by the society they would build in
a land promised to them by God. Moreover, through them all the families of the world would find
‘blessing’, a Biblical term embracing fruitfulness, material prosperity and security. God’s promise
was borne out by the rescue of Abraham’s descendants from slavery in Egypt, thus enshrining the
concept of freedom from slavery within the Biblical religious system. The relationship with God was
formalised in a covenant of mutual responsibility between God and the people of Israel, at Mount
Sinai. It was sealed and confirmed by the entry into and settlement in the land of Canaan.

The subsequent Biblical materials describe the ups and downs of that experiment in creating a
new society, the challenges it faced through internal human successes, failures and follies, and the
difficult interaction with both local neighbouring nations and the contemporary super-powers, Egypt
to the south and Assyria and Babylon, and their successors, to the north. Key elements in this story
include the creation of a successful state and briefly a minor empire of their own, the subsequent
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division into two separate kingdoms, both of which became subject to conquest and the deportation of
their leadership and large parts of their population. Only the southern kingdom, Judah, from which
will come the name “Jew’, with its capital in Jerusalem, was restored after a period of exile in Babylon.
The second exile, under the Romans some five hundred years later, continued the process of creating
what we now know as the Jewish Diaspora, communities of Jews scattered throughout the known
world. The people had lost all the previous landmarks of their national religious identity: the Temple
in Jerusalem, its priesthood, the land itself and a a royal family. The Judaism that emerged, created by
a scholarly elite of rabbis, became a faith community, struggling to maintain its unique identity in
widely differing circumstances. Jews lived subsequently under both Christianity and Islam, both of
which religions, in different ways, saw themselves as inheritors and successors of Judaism. So Jews
had to find ways of responding to the very different spiritual challenges raised by this experience of
exile and dependency, whether living as isolated and often oppressed minority communities, or in
some kind of intellectual and spiritual symbiotic relationship with the majority society and culture
whenever this was possible. The basic Jewish legal principle, ‘dina d’malkhuta dina’, ‘the law of the
land is the law’, enabled Jewish communities to conform and indeed contribute to the surrounding
societies, as long as the law of the host society did not undermine some ultimate Jewish values.

Among the consequences of this history were the removal of any missionary activity from
Judaism and a marked caution about welcoming newcomers. But as a corollary Judaism taught that
there was no need to become Jewish in order to find God, but that any individual or society would be
acceptable to God if they kept seven basic social laws, the ‘laws of the sons of Noah’, mostly derived
from the Ten Commandments. Alongside six prohibitions, including murder, idolatry and adultery,
there was a seventh positive demand, to ensure that the society created the necessary institutions for
promoting justice and the rule of law — the legacy of God’s initial choice of Abraham.

This successful model of Jewish existence was to change radically following the European
Enlightenment and Emancipation. Jews found themselves for the first time as independent citizens of
their respective emerging national states. Their previous collective existence was as a closed self-
contained community. This situation was enforced externally by the society in which they lived, and
supported internally by a shared commitment to Jewish law, controlled by rabbinic authorities and lay
leaders. This closed world came to an end and was gradually replaced by that of individual Jewish
citizens of the nation state whose personal relationship with Judaism and the Jewish community
became a matter of personal choice. A number of movements and trends emerged that still offered
the possibility of belonging formally to the Jewish people but through the personal decision of the
individual to belong. The religious groupings, based on their interpretation of Jewish tradition and
their relationship to it, ranged from Liberal or Reform through Conservative to a variety of degrees of
Orthodox Judaism. But other Jews, aware of the precarious nature of Jewish life in the Diaspora, and
influenced by contemporary nationalistic aspirations in the nineteenth century, looked to ending the
two thousand years’ experience of exile by returning to their Biblical homeland. Zionism, in its many
different forms, religious and secular, socialist and practical, aimed at a permanent solution to the
vulnerability of Jewish existence. The movement was ultimately successful in the creation of the
State of Israel, but only because of the world’s horror at the Nazi attempt to wipe out all traces of the
Jewish people.

Yet these trends, religious or ideological, only account for part of the Jewish response to
Emancipation and modern society. It can be argued that the major Jewish post-emancipation
movement was assimilation to the host society whenever and to the extent that this was possible.

This desire to ‘normalise’ the Jewish situation, though experienced as a private matter and as a
personal break with the past, was shared by many, but was nevertheless influenced by traditional
Jewish religious elements. For example, Jews as individuals identified themselves, often in large
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numbers, with certain emerging intellectual and ideological trends in Europe, sometimes playing a
leading role. While they understood this activity as a conscious rebellion against what they saw as
the backwardness and constraints of the Judaism of their parents’ generation, certain aspects of this
trend can be seen as ‘secular’ versions of the earlier religious value system. Thus the demand for
social justice to be found in Biblical teachings of the prophets and in rabbinic law found their
expression in socialist and communist movements, particularly in the history leading up to the Russian
revolution and the creation of the Soviet Union." The Jewish commitment to study of traditional texts
as a central religious value of rabbinic Judaism became translated into intellectual attainments in the
arts, sciences, academia and the professions. In the Middle Ages Christian societies had forced Jews
to be engaged in areas of commerce and international trade. They were helped in this activity by their
network of family and other connections in different countries and the fact that those they worked
with shared the same Jewish legal system to regulate their activities. This experience led to Jewish
engagement in major entrepreneurial and commercial activity in this new social situation.

The more that Jews adapted to the secular culture of their respective countries, the more the
previous interweaving of people-hood, religious belief and practice became separated. To put it
another way, today most Jews live within a complex and often confusing web of loyalties, identities
and allegiances formed by their sense of belonging to a specific people, yet equally acculturated to the
particular country in which they were raised and live. At the same time they are affected by the
expectations of a religious tradition to which they have an ambivalent relationship, whose ritual
activities are identified as essentially cultural or family commitments. Perhaps as many as seventy
percent of Jews today regard themselves as essentially “secular’ or “humanist’ individuals. Whereas
for most of two millennia the question occupying Jews was the nature of their relationship collectively
to God in their often difficult exile, the question that most engages Jews today is that of their
individual “identity’.> This issue of identity became even more significant in the light of the Shoah,
the Holocaust, with the destruction of almost one half of the Jewish people by the Nazis in the period
between 1933 and 1945. This has strengthened the defiant resolve of some Jews to ensure the
continuity of Jewish existence, be it in secular or religious, cultural, ethnic, or national terms. But the
Shoah carries a deeper price in terms of an ultimate Jewish sense of insecurity, borne out by ever-
recurring experiences of anti-Semitism which is rising again today. This must also lead to the
intuitive awareness by some Jews that to be Jewish is a dangerous luxury which is best left behind for
the comfortable obscurity of assimilation to the outside world — insofar as this is possible.

The point I wish to make by this introduction is to indicate that when speaking of *Judaism’
and the *Jewish people’ we are addressing a wide variety of people and institutions, with both
religious and secular expressions, so that generalisations become difficult. Moreover there is no
central authority that can claim to speak officially for Judaism or the Jewish people, whether it be as a
rabbi or even as the Prime Minister of the State of Israel. In fact Jews pride ourselves on the plurality
of our opinions. An important consequence is that any generalisation about what *Jews’ believe or
how they behave, may be both true and not true at the some time; we resist stereotyping. But this
also means that as Jews we should also be wary of any generalisations that talk about “the Muslims’ or
‘the Christians’ without respecting the individuality of adherents to those faiths as well. This is
another of the lessons that constantly emerges from the practice and experience of dialogue.

! For a fascinating and detailed account see Yuri Slezkine The Jewish Century (Princeton University Press, Princeton and
Oxford 2004).

2 One traditional classification of the nature of Judaism expresses it in terms of the interaction between three elements:
God — Torah — Israel. If the major focus in the Biblical period was on understanding God, in the mediaeval period, with
its rabbinic focus on interpreting and applying the content of revelation, the major element was Torah, whereas the modern
period is more concerned with ‘Israel’, the nature of Jewish people-hood.
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Of the fourteen million Jews, about six million live in the State of Israel, some five million in
the United States, and of the rest about one and a half million in Western and Eastern Europe, while
others live in Commonwealth countries, some in Asia, Africa and South America. There is a
significant difference in the sense of identity between those who are citizens of the State of Israel and
those who live in the Diaspora. For Israelis their identity and culture is their nationality within which
religious and other elements play a variety of roles. Diaspora Jewish communities experience
themselves as part of whatever country to which they belong, though the degree to which they feel ‘at
home’ will depend on local attitudes towards them. The long-term viability of Diaspora communities
is always being questioned whether because of anti-Semitic actions making Jews wish to emigrate, or
because of factors like intermarriage with non-Jews with a resultant loss of the sense of belonging to
the Jewish people for subsequent generations. A book with the title “Vanishing Diaspora’® predicted
the demise for European Jewish societies, on the basis of demographic evidence of aging and
shrinking communities, and the general estrangement from classical forms of Jewish religious life.
Nevertheless there is a kind of resilience that should not be underestimated, coupled with the impact
of, for example, the opening up of Europe, which fosters greater mobility and potential mutual
strengthening of Jewish community life.*

Diaspora Jewish communities play a similar fundamental role in society to other faith
communities. With their commitment to education, welfare, good-neighbourliness and a commitment
to democratic values in their governance and external relations, such communities are essential
building blocks of Western civil society. It is at this grass roots level, in the interactions between
synagogues, churches and mosques, that valuable, and largely unrecognized, interfaith dialogue takes
place.

Though | have treated Israel and the Diaspora separately they are bound together in complex
and often contradictory ways, through family connections, but also different religious and political
perspectives. The early Zionist ideology assumed that with the creation of a Jewish nation state, all
Jews would immigrate and the Diaspora would ‘wither away’. Since that has not happened, there is
instead the assumption, at least on a political level within Israel, that the Diaspora should be a largely
uncritical supporters’ club of Israel and a further source of potential immigration, financial and
political support. Conversely, within the Diaspora, Israel is a source of pride and to some extent is a
factor in Jewish identity. But it is also a major, and sometimes problematic, factor in determining
attitudes towards the Jewish community in any given country. While it was easy to support Israel
publicly in earlier decades, when the State was seen by European and American society as a model
democratic achievement in the Middle East, the impact of the occupation of Palestine, the growing
awareness of the tragic fate of the Palestinians, and the linkage of Israel with America, have all
diminished Israel’s standing, particularly in Europe. While it is sometimes possible to equate “anti-
Zionism’ with anti-Semitism, Jews have to accept legitimate criticism of Israel’s actions.
Nevertheless, events which have major public disapproval, like the war in Southern Lebanon and the
recent conflict in Gaza, lead to a rising number of anti-Semitic attacks on Jews and Jewish property in
European countries, including deliberate terrorist killings. Diaspora Jews are often disturbed by the
actions of Israel, but are sometimes silenced by the accusation that they have the luxury of not living
in the State and so have no right to criticize decisions that are made by those on the “front-line’ of
what is actually a long-term ongoing conflict. Nevertheless, there are Jewish voices that protest
against Israeli actions and face the anger of the Jewish community which, despite its reservations,
knows that there are times when it must show solidarity with Israel. If Jews tend naturally to show

¥ Bernard Wasserstein, Vanishing Diaspora: The Jews in Europe since 1945 (Harvard University Press, Harvard, 1996).
* Amongst several of her important papers on contemporary Jewish life in Europe by Diana Pinto, see the recent ‘Are there
Jewish Answers to Europe’s Questions?’ in European Judaism, VVolume 39, No 2 Autumn 2006, 47-57.
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support for Israel, Muslims may well feel some kind of solidarity with the Palestinians, so that the
conflict in the Middle East can have consequences in local areas outside. Nevertheless the Diaspora
does offer opportunities for bridge building, particularly in the area of interfaith dialogue between
Jews and Muslims where the two communities live as minorities in their respective Diasporas. Let us
look at the state of that particular dialogue today.

The growth of interfaith dialogue

Last year saw the celebration of the fortieth anniversary of a European interfaith initiative
involving the three monotheistic religions, a project | have been personally engaged with since its
initiation. Called the Standing Conference of Jews, Christians and Muslims in Europe (JCM), this
week-long international student conference invites future leaders of the three faiths during their period
of training to meet with each other for an intensive experience of shared study, discussion, religious
services and informal meeting. | have spoken often about it here in Japan so do not want to repeat the
details. At the anniversary celebration | talked about the difficulties and anxieties that accompanied
the first conferences.” In that earlier period dialogue tended to be confined to a few individuals within
their respective faiths, often somewhat marginal to the mainstream. However they were people with
the vision to recognize that dialogue with other religions was an essential task in a world where
distances had shrunk, where communities previously living apart were increasingly becoming
neighbours in the ‘global village’. Finding partners at the beginning of the Conference series was a
difficult task, partly because of the very different proportions of adherents to the three faiths in
different European countries. Moreover, in the case of Muslims, as the newest arrivals in Europe they
were still struggling to find their place and acculturate to the very different social situation they
encountered. We found potential participants though personal contacts, which was important as we
wanted people to participate as themselves and not feel that they had to represent their religion in
some formal or official way. Our ignorance of each other’s inner worlds inevitably led to mistakes.
For example, did meeting with someone from a particular community actually alienate other
communities belonging to the same faith and prevent them attending? How did one overcome the
suspicion that ‘dialogue’ was a really a secret plot to missionize the other? How far should the
conference remain a closed world where confidences were kept so as to build trust over time? This
meant resisting the pressures to make public statements about contemporary issues. Such questions
probably occur at the beginning of any new such initiative today. But, especially during the last
twenty years or so, in part as a response to the challenges posed by 9/11, there has been a phenomenal
growth of organisations, publications, programmes and even academic studies of interfaith dialogue

Most trace the beginnings of attempts at a global encounter amongst the different religions to
the World’s Parliament of Religions that took place in Chicago in 1893. Subsequent initiatives
included the creation of the World Congress of Faiths, begun in 1936 through the vision of Sir Francis
Younghusband. The organisation called Religions for Peace was founded in 1961, when a handful of
senior leaders from the world's major faith traditions began to explore the possibility of organizing a
"religious summit.” They felt the urgent need for believers around the world to take action toward
achieving world peace. The World Conference of Religions for Peace convened for the first time in
Kyoto, Japan, in 1970.

In the 1990’s Professor Hans Kiing began to formulate a theological basis to dialogue in
activities that led him to create the Foundation for a Global Ethic. He defined its task in a formula
that has become well known:

No peace among the nations without peace among the religions.

> For the full paper see Jonathan Magonet ‘Dialogue and Beyond’ European Judaism Autumn 2015 forthcoming.
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No peace among the religions without dialogue between the religions.

No dialogue between the religions without investigation of the foundations of the religions.

Beginning in the 1990’s Bishop William Swing in America created the United Religions
Initiative (URI) which now claims hundreds of thousands of members in more than 80 countries to
promote dialogue and action.

In 1995, the International Council of Christians and Jews decided at its Annual General
Meeting to establish the *Abrahamic Forum’ - a trilateral Jewish-Christian-Muslim committee. This
decision to include a Muslim component in their programme was taken in recognition of the
increasing numbers of Muslims, particularly in Europe, and the growing impact of Islam in the
western world. This expansion of their work reflected the Council’s awareness of the essential need
for dialogue, tolerance and respect, and for positive actions to help overcome fears and prejudices.
One of the earliest Muslim initiatives is the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies (RIIFS) established
in Amman in 1994 under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince El Hassan bin Talal where | had
the privilege of lecturing in 1997.

Interfaith dialogue has now entered the political arena through the United Nations. In
November 2008 Ban Ki-Moon opened the United Nations High-Level Meeting on Interfaith Dialogue.
He said: ‘Traditionally, peace involves balancing the interests of different States. But we have learned
that lasting peace requires more than a competitive equilibrium. For peace to endure, individuals,
groups and nations must come to respect and understand each other. Interfaith initiatives are
addressing this need with ever greater frequency.” He added: “For this to work, we need to involve
everyone: government officials, grassroots groups, CEOs, philanthropists, academics and the media.’

Alongside the actual practice of interfaith dialogue, the same forty year period has witnessed
the beginnings of academic programmes designed to explore the relationship between the three
‘Abrahamic’ faiths. While there is already a long history of Jewish-Christian dialogue, the relations
between Jews and Muslims is a relative newcomer to this process, so it is worth noting some recent
developments. One in particular grew out of a Jewish initiative. In the 1990’s the Centre for the
Study of Jewish-Christian Relations was created in Cambridge by Dr. Edward Kessler, to be followed
in 2006 with the Centre for the Study of Muslim-Jewish Relations, the first such programme in
Europe. The two centres are jointly part of the Woolf Institute. As well as its important role in
education and research, one significant result of the collaborative work undertaken by the Institute has
been the publication of ‘An Open Letter: A Call to Peace, Dialogue and Understanding between
Muslims and Jews’. Written in consultation with Muslim authorities worldwide it is the first such
document from a Muslim perspective.®

In America between 2010 and 2014 three institutions, The Jewish Theological Seminary,
Hartford Seminary and the Islamic Society of North America. worked together on academic
workshops and community-based pilot projects. The results were published in a special issue of the
academic journal The Muslim World on “Judaism and Islam in America" and the resource guide
“Sharing the Well."” This latter document includes a set of guidelines for how to conduct dialogue,

® It can be found on the website of the Woolf Institute: www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/uploads/open%20Letter9620text.pdf A
Jewish response from the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) can be found under the
title *Seek Peace and Pursue It: A Jewish Call to Muslim-Jewish Dialogue on the website of Belief Net at

http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Judaism/2008/03/Seek-Peace-And-Pursue-1t-A-Jewish-Call-To-
Muslim-Jewish-Dialogue.aspx?p=1.

" For the resource guide ‘Sharing the Well’ see http:/learn.jtsa.edu/content/commentary/5775/sharing-
well-resource-guide-jewish-muslim-engagement
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and | take a particular pride in recognizing here the same principles worked out over the years in the
JCM conference. It reads:

In order to engage in dialogue rather than debate, we will:

Listen with a view of wanting to understand, rather than listening with a view of countering what
we hear.

Listen for strengths so as to affirm and learn, rather than listening for weaknesses so as to
discount and devalue.

Speak for ourselves from our own understanding and experiences, rather than speaking based on
our assumptions about others’ positions and motives.

Ask questions to increase understanding, rather than asking questions to trip up or to confuse.
Allow others to complete their communications, rather than interrupting or changing the topic.

Keep our remarks as brief as possible and invite the quieter, less vocal participants into the
conversation, rather than letting the stronger voices dominate.

Concentrate on others’ words and feelings, rather than focusing on the next point we want to
make.

Accept others’ experiences as real and valid for them, rather than critiquing others’ experiences
as distorted or invalid.

Allow the expression of real feelings (in ourselves and in others) for understanding and catharsis,
rather than expressing our feelings to manipulate others and deny their feelings are legitimate.

Honor silence, rather than using silence to gain advantage.

(Guidelines for “Before Beginning,” by Joyce Schreibman)
(Guidelines for “Dialogue Rather than Debate” adapted by Yehezkel Landau and Karen Nell
Smith for use in the Building Abrahamic Partnerships program at Hartford Seminary)

Another important resource in America is the Center for Muslim-Jewish Engagement, created
in 2008, which grew out of the friendship amongst a number of colleagues including the Jewish
scholar of Islam Professor Reuven Firestone. It is a joint activity supported by Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC), the Omar Ibn Al Khattab Foundation and the University
of Southern California’s Center for Religion and Civic Culture at the College of Letters, Arts, and
Sciences. The website contains scholarly articles written by Dr. Reuven Firestone and Dr. Fathi
Osman in order to portray perspectives from both religions. Topics by these scholars include Abraham,
women, human rights, Religious Holy War, Sharia, and much more. In addition, there is information
about heritage, shared traditions and values. The goal of these resources is to provide a solid one-stop
reference for Muslims and Jewish people who are interested in learning about one another. The Center
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has opened up a YouTube channel and have stocked it with videos containing short interviews and
addresses from Dr. Firestone and Dr. Osman. The videos address topics such as Apostasy, Interfaith
Friendship, Historic relationships between Islam and Judaism, Medieval History etc.
In 2009 Professor Jacob Neusner, a renowned scholar of classical Jewish texts and teachings,
advocated the development of a theological ‘trialogue’ between the three faiths, and attempted to
indicate some of the commonalities and differences that could be addressed. He writes:
All three affirm that God is one and unique. So they worship the same God. All three
concur that God rewards virtue and punishes sin and governs the fate of all humanity. All three
believe that God has sent prophets to humanity and all three are religions centered on revealed
books, the Torah, the Bible and the Quran. So they share elements of a common structure and
as a matter of fact a common morality.
Second, all three share a common heritage of narrative contained in Scripture. They are
not strangers to one another. They maintain a common program of story-telling and differ on a
shared agendum. Islam recapitulates the narrative of Christianity and Judaism, and Christianity
that of Judaism.
That leads directly to the third and most important link among the monotheisms:
Christianity sees itself in continuity with Judaism, and Islam undertakes to continue
Christianity and Judaism. Moses is prophet in not only Judaism but also Christianity and Islam.
Abraham and Sarah are father and mother in Christianity and Judaism.®
Neusner goes on to indicate five areas in which fruitful mutual interchange could be significant
because in each instance whereas two of the three traditions represent radically different positions, the
third partner may represent some kind of middle ground. These include the classical theological
concepts: Monotheism, the People of God, the Holy Way of Life, the relation of Believers and infidels
or Unbelievers, and the End of Days. In each category he offers what he considers to be the
respective positions of the three faiths, while recognizing that he speaks out of a Jewish perspective.

Neusner brings a valuable detailed analysis of themes to be explored. Another approach to
thinking about the relationship between Judaism and the other two religions is to recognize that it
shares different features with each. With regards Islam, without over-romanticising the past
relationship between Jews and Muslims in ‘the Golden Age of Spain’, the two religions share a
considerable number of beliefs and values, the product of centuries of interaction. These include a
faith rooted in and expressed through law, a revealed text, parallel traditions of interpretation and
commentary, and often a shared Hebrew/Arabic spiritual vocabulary. But Jews also share a lot with
Christians as post-enlightenment religions, products of historical-critical scholarship, more
individualistic in our thinking, sharing at least the Hebrew Bible, and both joined and separated by the
figure of Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the Jew. Thus in an ideal world Jews could play a mediating role
between these two great spiritual stepchildren which seem so determinedly set on a collision course
with each other. But, tragically, the conflict in the Middle East makes such a Jewish role unlikely.
The elephant in the room

In all such ‘trialogues’ or in any encounter between Jews and Muslims, the unspoken topic, the
‘elephant in the room’, which must nevertheless be addressed, is the Israel-Palestine conflict. There is
no doubt that the deepest yearning of the average Palestinian and the average Israeli is for peace, and
that its elusive nature is an ever-present tragedy. The origins of the conflict are complex and there are

® “Time for Islam: From Dialogue to Trialogue in Interfaith Relations’, By Jacob Neusner. It can be found on the website
of the Journal of Interreligious Studies at http://irdialogue.org/articles/time-for-islam-from-dialogue-to-trialogue-in-
interfaith-relations-by-jacob-neusner/
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narratives on both sides that reinforce assertions of blame for past and present realities. Clearly the
Jewish experience of the Shoah, the Holocaust, is still an enormous factor in Jewish attitudes to any
kind of threat to Jewish existence, and the rhetoric of the Arab, and increasingly the Muslim world, do
nothing to alleviate such fears. On the other hand the policies of successive Israeli governments,
dictated by external threats, but also internal struggles and ambitions, can be criticised on many levels.
Indeed it is one of the strengths of Israel that despite the political conflict there are numerous private
initiatives and programmes that promote dialogue with Arabs, Palestinians and Muslims, as well as
organisations that resist certain activities by the government, including soldiers refusing to serve in
certain occupied areas. The desire is for peace, but at what price and at how great a risk?

Interfaith dialogue does exist there in many different ways, even though it seems to have made
little impact on the political level. A recent study ‘Interfaith Dialogue in Israel-Palestine: Real
Contribution or Venting Mechanism?” was written by Mohammed Abu-Nimer, Associate Professor of
International Peace and Conflict Resolution at American Unversity’s School of International Service
in Washington DC. He indicates some of the problems that tend to undermine dialogue efforts in this
region:

In a context like the Israel-Palestine conflict, religion has been manipulated by the
three religious groups involved to fuel and perpetuate past and current violence (religious
symbols, rituals, and sites are constantly brought into the conflict dynamics). It is, therefore,
crucial to constructively engage people’s religious identity as a source of peace and pluralism
to counter its manipulation in the cycle of political violence.

Having completed a study that examined interfaith dialogue in five Middle Eastern
societies of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Israel and Palestine, it became clear that many civil
societies and some of these governments understand the potential constructive role that
interreligious meetings can play in bridging the gaps within each society. However, there are
few interfaith initiatives between Israelis and Palestinians in the region. Some of the reasons
Palestinians gave for demonstrating caution in participating in such meetings were the risk of
normalizing the occupation; frustration resulting from the failed Oslo peace process; the fact
that Jewish-Israeli organizations are the initiators of these activities; and that most of these
meetings avoid focusing on the political reality of occupation and oppression. ...

Despite the above critique and reasons for rejecting interfaith work, a few interfaith
initiatives do offer an exceptional opportunity for Muslims, Christians and Jews to discuss
their faiths in a peaceful setting. As a result, they contribute to breaking down negative
stereotypes; learning more about other faith groups (their rituals, ceremonies and basic tenets);
and, most importantly, rehumanizing the “enemy.” In a reality of hatred, suicide bombings and
forty years of occupation and humiliation, images of the other side are dehumanized and the
two people have no space (social, public or even personal) to meet face to face. Under such
circumstances, interfaith dialogue becomes a rare window through which Arabs and Jews view
each other as humans and learn to cope with their mutual ignorance of each other’s faiths. °

It is worth reminding ourselves of some of the peace initiatives that do exist in the Israel-
Palestine context. Interfaith dialogue in Israel was established already in the 1950’s amongst a group
of peace activists, including the philosopher Martin Buber. One organisation that includes a number
of dialogue groups, for example amongst professionals and school groups, is the Interfaith Encounter
Association (IEA). According to its mission statement it “is dedicated to promoting peace in the
Middle East through interfaith dialogue and cross-cultural study. We believe that, rather than being a

® Common Ground News Service Jan 26, 2006. (www.commongroundnews.org)
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cause of the problem, religion can and should be a source of the solution for conflicts that exist in the
region and beyond.”*® For its work UNESCO has recognized the IEA as an organization that is
contributing to the culture of peace and as an actor of the global movement for a culture of peace.

One extraordinary product of the constant wars that Israel has fought is The Parents Circle —
Family Forum, a joint Palestinian Israeli organization of over 600 families, all of whom have lost a
close family member as a result of the prolonged conflict. According to their website:

PCFF’s most broad-reaching activity is its “Dialogue Encounters” program. Dialogue
encounters allow a group of individuals to hear the personal narrative and message of
reconciliation of one Palestinian and one Israeli. These messages aim to increase the
willingness of participants to embrace dialogue as an alternative to violence, and to better
understand the needs and perspectives of the ‘other side’. One of the primary goals of this
program is to allow Palestinians and Israelis to meet one another, which has been increasingly
rare since the Second Intifada. For many participants, the Dialogue Encounter is their first time
meeting a member of the other side.**

Other programmes include a Narrative Project which brings together groups of Israelis and
Palestinians from similar disciplines who meet with one another on a regular basis in order to forge
mutual understanding and respect. It has established a Reconciliation Center which has meetings to
promote public debate; also an annual summer camp for bereaved Palestinian and Israeli children. Its
‘Crack in the Wall’ Facebook group aims to use social media as a tool to increase connections
between Israelis and Palestinians.

The newest such initiative is “women wage peace’ which emerged out of the fighting in Gaza
in the summer of 2014.%% Their website describes their aims and goals as follows:

The "Women Wage Peace" movement is a non-political, broad-based, and rapidly growing
movement of thousands of women, taking action to influence the public and political arena.
We want to restore hope and work towards a peaceful existence for ourselves, our children and
future generations. Our goal is to prevent the next war and lead to resolution of the conflict
that is non-violent, respectable and agreeable to both sides — Israeli and Palestinian, within
four years.

The number of such organisations could be multiplied. One other example that approaches the
work of Israel-Palestinian reconciliation from a Jewish religious point of view is Rabbis for Human
Rights.'® Their website describes their mission as follows:

Founded in 1988, Rabbis for Human Rights is the only rabbinic voice in Israel that is explicitly
dedicated to human rights. Representing over 100 Israeli rabbis and rabbinical students from
1% The executive director is Dr. Yehuda Stolov, and their website can be found at www.interfaith-encounter.org .
! Their website can be found at www.theparentscircle.com

12 Their website can be found at womenwagepeace.org.il.
13 Their website can be found at rhr.org.il.
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different streams of Judaism, we derive our authority from our Jewish tradition and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Our mission is to inform the Israeli public about
human rights violations, and to pressure the State institutions to redress these injustices. In a
time in which a nationalist and isolationist understanding of Jewish tradition is heard
frequently and loudly, Rabbis for Human Rights give expression to the traditional Jewish
responsibility for the safety and welfare of the stranger, the different and the weak, the convert,

the widow and the orphan.
Jewish teachings on peace

It is relatively easy to make the case that Judaism is a religion whose prime concern is with
peace. One need only turn to the frequent appearance of the word ‘shalom’, conventionally translated
as ‘peace’, in the Hebrew Bible to prove this contention. It occurs more than two hundred times and
is found in all three divisions of the Hebrew Bible. In the Book of Numbers it is the climactic term in
the Priestly blessing that subsequently became part of the daily Jewish liturgy: ‘May God’s face turn
towards you and give you peace.” In the Book of Psalms it is evoked in a wordplay on the city of
Jerusalem (sha’alu sh’lom yerushalayim — “seek the peace of Jerusalem’, Psalm 122:6). From
Biblical times the word has been used in greetings, as in the commonly used ‘shalom aleichem’,
‘peace be upon you’. On the Shabbat, the holiest day of the week, which is intended to be a foretaste
of the messianic age of universal peace, Jews greet one another with ‘Shabbat Shalom’, ‘Sabbath
Peace’, and the phrase has become the basis of a popular liturgical song. The Psalmist invites us to
‘seek peace and pursue it’ (Psalm 34:15) as the significant attribute of the individual who *delights in
life and in goodness’. The rabbinic tradition expands on this phrase as: ‘seek peace in your own
place and run after it in another’. They also note that whereas all the other commandments given by
God in the Hebrew Bible are to be fulfilled when you encounter them in your daily life, only of peace
are we commanded actively to seek it. (Numbers Rabbah Hukkat 19:27, cf Avot d’Rabbi Natan
12:26a)

In a rabbinic saying, peace is one of the three pillars upon which the world depends for its
continued existence (Mishnah Avot 1:18). But it forms a complex relationship with the other two
pillars, ‘truth” and ‘justice’. If both ‘truth’ and ‘justice’ are insisted upon, conflict is inevitable as
there is little room for *peace’ which depends for its success on the ability of all parties to compromise
on their absolute demands. Indeed the acknowledgment of this requirement is encapsulated in a
practice related to a phrase that appears frequently in Jewish liturgy: ‘May the One who makes peace
in the highest bring this peace upon us (‘and upon all the world ‘in some modern liturgies)’. As we
recite it we take three steps backwards, one explanation for which is that in order to make peace we
have to step back from our demands and create a space in which agreement can be reached.

Judaism has existed for most of two millennia as the faith of a minority group, surviving in
many lands, amongst different cultures and religious traditions, without any material or political
power. This was in sharp contrast to the dominant majority cultures, Christianity and Islam, which
had to address the challenges and responsibilities of imperial power and ambition, with all their
political consequences. The absence of power for Jewish communities, despite all the inherent
dangers of suffering from exploitation, expulsions and ultimately attempted extermination, gave to
Jews a kind of spiritual freedom to value peace and preach peace, without having to face the realities
of exerting power over others, of legislation and enforcement. However, a theology that can support
spiritual values for an embattled minority leaves Judaism ill-prepared for the enormous challenges,
theological, moral and political, that arise with the emergence of the State of Israel, the *Jewish return
into history’.
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That is the challenge faced by Jews today in a global world but one in which we perceive ourselves as
under threat.

Interfaith dialogue offers a new dimension to the way we encounter the world and a hope for a
better future for all the children of Abraham. Let me conclude with a prayer that | composed some
years ago and which has been included in the liturgy of the Reform Jewish movement in the UK to
which | belong. It has also been used in other interfaith meetings elsewhere, a reminder that old
barriers between the faiths are slowly breaking down.

God of all creation, we stand in awe before You, impelled by visions of human
harmony. We are children of many traditions — inheritors of shared wisdom and tragic
misunderstanding, of proud hopes and humble successes. Now it is time for us to meet — in
memory and truth, in courage and trust, in love and promise.

In that which we share, let us see the common prayer of humanity; where we differ, let
us wonder at human freedom; in our unity and our difference, let us know the unigqueness that
is God.

May our courage match our convictions, and our integrity match our hope.

May our faith in You bring us closer to each other.

May our meeting with past and present bring blessing for the future. Amen.*

14 Seder Ha-tefillot, Forms of Prayer Vol 1 Daily, Sabbath nd Occasional Prayers 8" Edition (Movement for Reform
Judaism, London 2008) page 249.
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Al-Jazeera Report : Clashes as Israeli
soldiers storm Al-Agsa compound

13 Sep 2015 Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
condemns "attack"” on Al-Aqgsa following clashes at one of
Islam's holiest sites.

Clashes have erupted after a number of Israeli soldiers
entered the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem,
police and witnesses said.

The presidency strongly condemns the attack by the
occupier's military and police against the Al-Agsa Mosque
and the aggression against the faithful who were there.

The Israeli security personnel used tear gas and stun
grenades, as they entered the compound to arrest what
they called Palestinian "stone throwers".



Withesses from both the sides

Omar Kiswani, the manager of Al-Agsa Mosque, told Al Jazeera
that 80 "Jewish settlers" protected by the Israeli police, attacked
the mosque when confronted by Palestinian volunteer guards.

A statement issued by the Israeli police said that "masked
protesters who were inside the mosque threw stones and
fireworks at police".

A Muslim witness accused police of entering the mosque and
causing damage, saying prayer mats were partially burned.

Clashes later continued outside the mosque complex, with
police firing tear gas and stun grenades.

Israeli security forces closed the mosque's compound to
worshippers following the clashes that come just hours before
the start of the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah.

68



Israeli Police Spokesperson

 Micky Rosenfeld, a spokesman for Israeli police, said that
the Israeli police received intelligence in the morning about
the possible disturbances at Al-Agsa Mosque that would
involve explosive devices as well as stones thrown at Jewish
visitors.

e "...[O]ur police officers entered the area, | am talking about
the Temple Mount area only, and shut the front doors of
the Al-Agsa Mosque to prevent those riots from
overflowing onto the Temple Mount area.

e "Our police units took the situation under control from 20
to 25 minutes only using stun grenades, non-lethal
weapons only to make sure that situation remained calm."
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Who triggered the clashes?

Al Jazeera's Scott Heidler, reporting from Jerusalem, said there are
some reports that Jewish groups and Jewish activists who are not
supposed to pray in the Al-Agsa compound got in there, and this is
what could have triggered the clashes.

"We are hearing that the minister of agriculture, a member of a
right-wing political party here in Israel [Uri Ariel, Jewish Home
Party], was waiting to get into the compound this morning. If that
directly sparked what we saw, it is difficult to say," Heidler said.

The disturbances came with tensions running high after Israeli
Defence Minister Moshe Yaalon last week banned two Muslim
groups from entering the mosque compound - Islam's third holiest
Site.

Israel seized East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, in the Six Day
War of 1967 and later annexed it in a move not recognised by the
international community. 10
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Israeli Knesset
Based on March 17th Exit Polls

Arab Center-Left Center Ultra Orthodox Right
United List 13 @ Meretz5 @ Yesh Atid 12 @ Shas 7 @ Israel Beiteinu 5
@ Zionist Union27 ¢ Kulanu10 @ uTJe @ Likud 27
@ Jewish Home 8

Possible Coalition
/~ Favoring Netanyahu
.| (63 Seats)

SOURCE: Haaretz.com's Exit Poll Central
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MK and Deputy Knesset Speaker Moshe Feiglin, a longtime Temple
Mount prayer rights advocate, = * "publicly questions the legality of the
Wakf and its authority to administer the Temple Mount.

He recently sent a letter to the police, asking for clarification regarding
the legal authority of the body, and subsequently challenged the reply
that a government decision taken after the Six Day War authorized the
Wakf to continue running the site. (”Feiglin to question legal authority,
legitimacy of Temple Mount Waqf”, Jerusalem Post, 9/15/2013)
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2015.07.31(CNN)

Repeat attacker stabs 6 at Jerusalem gay pride parade, police say.
An Orthodox Jew who stabbed marchers at a Jerusalem gay pride
parade 10 years ago launched another knife attack at the same type
of parade in the same city Thursday, stabbing and wounding six

people who were on the

streets for the event, police said.
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Graffiti outside the Dawabsha home in
Duma that reads ‘Long live the Messiah
king” (Times of Israel)l AL 7755 X A%

A i 4 'f

Picture of a price tag attack in Aqraba in the West Bank,
where Israeli extremists had written

“Price tag, Jewish revenge”.[{Ef, 13V ADEZE ]
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Why Jewish Terror Is Different This
Time?(Forward, August 1, 2015)

It’s possible that none of that is relevant, and that these are merely
the latest in a series of occasional outbursts by hotheads at the
undisciplined edge of the settler community. It’s also possible that
there’s a convergence underway on the radical, messianist fringes

of the three movements. It’s been noted in recent years that the

three movements — Chabad, Bratslav and Kahanist — are all led by

dead rebbes who aren’t around to discipline their more eccentric
followers.

There are few truer believers than those who continue faithfully
following their beloved leader even in death. And there are few
moments in history more volatile, and more vulnerable to the blind
passions of messianists, than moments when the air all around is
filled with talk of apocalypse and end times. The more the popular
mood leans toward apocalyptic hysteria, the more the messianist
true believers at the fringes will take it upon themselves to take
action and bring the end times closer.
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E. Sivan & M.Friedman,eds, Religious Radicalism
and Politics in the Middle East, SUNY,1990

 With the appearance of Meir Kahane, however, the most
radical aspects of the opposing camps have been
combined: a militant confrontation within the Jewish
ranks, on the one hand, and a sharp messianism, on the
other. Kahane has managed to free himself if the
restrictions imposed by “love for one’s fellow Jews,” in
the style of the messianic Zionist camp, as well as from
the fear connected with premature redemption, in the
style of the anti-Zionist ultra-Orthodox camp. And in the
process, all constraints have been removed.’ (E. Ravitzky,

“Religious Radicalism and Political Messianism in Israel,
p.33)
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e Meir David Kahane (1932 — 1990) was a New
York born Israeli rabbi, radical Zionist political
figure, teacher and writer, whose work became
either the direct or indirect foundation of most
modern Jewish militant and far right-wing
political groups. He was an ordained
Orthodox rabbi and later served as a member
of the Israeli Knesset.
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Kahane’s Enemy as "Hellenists"

e Kahane often pejoratively called other Jewish
coreligionists as "Hellenists" (a reference to Jews
who assimilated into Greek culture, lost their
Jewish faith, identity and even language after
Judea's occupation by Alexander the Great).

e “Hellenists” who speak Hebrew, that is, secular
Jews, are considered to be Kahane’s enemy,
even though they are coreligionists, as well as
"Hellenists" who speak Arabic as goyim(non-
Jews), that is, Arabs.

* |tis his divine duty to fight against such
"Hellenists."
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Kahane as an Exception
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MNote: written
"Torah"” equals
Penteteuch
Samaritan: Torah and Samaritan Oral
modern Orthodox
K'.ur'uH‘t: denies oral T Chasidim ZCZ

Ultra-
Orthodoxy: Torah written by 6.d Haredi weshiﬁsh]ZCZ - Orthodox

Yemenite Orthodox Judaism
Masorti / Conservative: Torah inspired by &.d; law observed
Reconstructivist

Reformed: Torah inspired by &.d: law not observed

Humanistic: non-theistic

Classical Reform - stress religion not ethnic
Small madern groups Meolog - Hungarian conservative

Jewish Renewal - counter-cultural

Beta Isreal (Ethiopia) Jewish Science - counterpart to Christian Science

e, e m R R R R

Heterodox Messianic Judaism . . ..
- Religious Zionists
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Two Kinds of “Jewish Fundametalists
(1) Ultra-Orthodox

e 1)Ultra-orthodox or Haredi Jews adhere to the interpretation
and application of the laws and ethics of the Torah as legislated
in the Talmudic traditions.

e Shas Party (lit. Sephardi guards of the Torah) represents the
interests of Haredi Sephardic and Mizrahi or Oriental Jews,
founded in 1984 under the leadership of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, a
former Israeli Sephardi chief rabbi, who remained its spiritual
leader until his death in October 2013.

e United Torah Judaism, formed in 1992, is an alliance of two
small Ashkenazi Ultra-Orthodox parties, Degel HaTorah and
Agudat Israel.
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Two Kinds of “Jewish Fundamentalists”
(2) Religious Zionists

e 2)Religious Zionists

e Religious Zionists or Dati Leumi "National Religious" have an
extreme ideology that combines Zionism and Jewish religious
faith. Religious Jews believe that the Land of Israel was
promised to the ancient Israelites by God and the right of the
Jews to the land is Religious Jews believe that "Eretz Yisrael"
(the Land of Israel) was promised to the ancient Israelites by
God and the right of the Jews to the land.

e The National Religious Party (Mafdal), representing the
religious Zionist movement , was formed in 1956 and
dissolved in 2008. Increasingly associated with Israeli settlers,
they formed a political alliance with the strongly right-wing
National Union and then joined the new Jewish Home
party(Beyit Yehudi) led by Naftali Bennett, Minister of the
Economy.
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ISIS threatens Hamas — but move could bring

Israel & Palestine closer to fight common enemy

1 Jul, 2015,Reuter

Islamic State has issued a stark warning to the Palestinian group Hamas
that the Gaza Strip could be next on their list of territories they want to
conquer. The jihadist organization has accused Hamas of not enforcing
Islamic law stringently enough.

"We will uproot the state of the Jews (Israel) and you and Fatah, and all
of the secularists are nothing and you will be overrun by our creeping
multitudes," said a masked Islamic State member, Reuters reported.

"The rule of Sharia (Islamic law) will be implemented in Gaza, in spite
of you. We swear that what is happening in the Levant today, and in
particular the Yarmouk camp, will happen in Gaza," he said.

ISIS fighters overran much of the Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp in
April in Damascus, establishing a foothold in the Syrian capital for the
first time. Palestinian and Syrian officials have vowed to retake
Yarmouk, a built-up area that housed 160,000 Palestinians and Syrians
before the civil war.



7B198 . A Y D5HEF CEERECar bombs

target Hamas, Islamic Jihad armed wings in Gaza

There were no |mmed|ate claims of
responsibility, but initial suspicions pointed
to an Islamic State-affiliated group in the
Gaza Strip.

e |slamic State logos were seen scrawled on
the street across from one of the cars, the
Palestinian Ma’an News Agency reported.

 On Saturday, an Islamic State group in the
Sinai Peninsula carried out an attack on
Egyptian military forces, killing five, in the ST SR
latest assault on security forces in the restive Photo by CNN
region. e L

e Sunday’s incident was the latest in the
ongoing war of attrition between Hamas
and radical Salafist groups in the Gaza Strip,
who have tried to undermine the Islamist
group’s power.

e (Times of Israel, July 19, 2015)

»® Photo by Jerusalem Post
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“Governance of Religious Institutions in the Middle East: The role of Innovation”
Professor Tarek Hatem
American University in Cairo

It gives me a great pleasure to be here in Japan to present to you a topic | consider of great
significance and importance. Being with you today to exchange views and opinions on this crucial
topic is an opportunity | most certainly value and appreciate.

| have visited Japan several times in the past in my role as a member of the Egyptian Japanese
Friendship Association. This however, is the first time | give a talk in Tokyo International University,
and | sincerely hope it will not be the last.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) for
their wonderful effort in making this exchange and collaboration in this academic project possible,
and most notably | would like to thank Professor Shiojiri Kazuko for her role in leading this project.

The title of this academic project is “New Challenges and Roles of Religion in the Changing Islamic
Society”. The significance of this project could not be more emphasized and its time could not be
more urgent. As we witness the Global Events and challenges transpire, not only in the Middle East
but also in the whole world, we realize the importance of this academic study. At the core of all
these challenges, whether the conflict in Iraq, Yemen, Syria, Libya, Palestine, Nigeria, or even the
current immigration problem in Europe, is a religious dimension that we cannot ignore and which
needs to be addressed.

Understanding Islam as a religion and the role Islamic Institutions play will provide us with a better
understanding of the unique challenges that plague the Middle East, and the resulting geopolitical
and social repercussions that are felt globally.

The title of my presentation is “Governance of Religious Institutions in the Middle East and the Role
of Innovation”. All three monolithic religions originated in the Middle East, and each religion
contains many sects, while each single one of these sects has its separate religious institutions.

| would like to note that my presentation will focus primarily on Islam and specifically the Sunni sect.
Much of the analysis and implications that | will discuss will equally apply to the other religions and
sects

| will start with the word Islam, and the origin of the word. Islam comes from the word ‘Salam’.
Salam as many of you know means peace, and “Salam Alaikum” which means “Peace be upon You”
is the common greeting Muslims use to greet one another. The word Salam is one of the names of
God in Islam, along with the “compassionate, the “Merciful”, the “Just”, etc.... and this is because
Islam preaches peace between nations and people no matter what their religion, their beliefs or
their origin or race.
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According to verse 13" in the Quran it says in Arabic “Jid s L s aSUles 5 ST 5 83 e 2SUEIA U) (] Ll L
e adle A o) WSS A die 2Sa ST ) 15820 which means ‘We have created you male and female and
formed you into tribes and nations so that you may know each other’. That is the bases for societies
and nations to know each other is through exchanges and interactions, whether commercial or
cultural.

Thus, one of the teachings of Islam is for people to know each other, to understand each other, and
to exchange views and opinions in a peaceful and respectful manner with the aim of serving the
common interests of all people.

Me being here and speaking before you, exchanging ideas, and sharing knowledge is an act preached
and encouraged in Islam, as this understanding leads to the ultimate goal of tolerance, gaining
knowledge, and Peace - another one of God’s names in Islam.

Unfortunately, the tragic events which unfold today, ranging from wars, terrorism, conflict, and the
resulting adverse effects on societies are in stark contradiction to the essence of Islam and to what
the Quran teaches.

The other important issue that | would like to clarify is that Islam is not the religion of Prophet
Mohamed, but is the religion of God that was conveyed by his messenger Mohamed, and is the last
of the Monolithic religions. This religion was sent to all peoples and to all believers, and not only to
Muslims. This is evident in the readings of Quran; Believers are people that believe, whether they are
Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Shintoism...or any other beliefs. Believers are not only Muslims; as it has
been clearly indicated in the Quran. This book is addressing all believers and believers are the ones
that submit to a higher power or authority. Thus Islam is a religion of Submission to a higher
authority — to the creator (God).

Religion is much more than just submitting to a set of beliefs, values, compassion, love and
dedication; the main role of religion extends to nurturing a culture of inclusion for the betterment
and welfare of humanity.

No matter what type of religion we are talking about, all religions agree on the fact that the essence
of religion is the submission to the creator who could be acknowledged differently (Allah, God, Dios,
Jehovah, etc...).

The word Islam in its literal interpretation means to submit... Submission in effect acknowledges that
we have limitations. Our physical bodies have limited abilities; we fall asleep, we exist one day and
when we die we submit a to non-existence state.

The verse in Quran no 133%in Sourate Al-Bagarah says in Arabic,J8 3 & sall sy juas 3 ¢lagd 23S o1
"Osalue Al g laad s Ll Bl 5 ielan] sl ol @bl all 5 cled) ams 158 (san (30 (y52a5 e 45 meaning that

! Sourate Al-Hojorate verse 13: O People! We have created you from male and female, and made you of nations and tribes, so that you socialize and
know one another. Indeed the most honorable of you before God is the most pious, for indeed God is expertly All-Knowing

? Sourate Al-Bagarah verse 133: Or were you witnesses when death approached Jacob, and he said to his sons, What will you worship after Me? They
said, “We will worship your God, and the God of your fathers, Ibraham, Ishmael, and Isaac, One God; and to Him we submit”
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"where you witnesses when death came to Jacob when he asked his sons who will you worship after
my death? They replied: We will worship your God and the God of your father and of Abraham,
Ismail, and Is’haq to whom we are all Muslims..."

So while most people think that Islam means Mohamed, the verse is a clear statement that Islam
came into existence long before Prophet Mohamed did. Islam is to submit to God through all the
Messengers He has sent to humanity. God states in the Quran that 25 Messengers were sent to
humanity. The Quran also tells us that there are other Messengers that God did not inform us about
in the Quran, and whom we cannot deny.

Some Messengers were ordained with Holly books to ‘remind’ people (and/or had miracles) ...the
Quran clearly states that those different books were "reminders". Thus from the Muslim perspective,
the Torah was a reminder, and the Gospel was a reminder. Those books were to guide people back
to a proper and benevolent form of existence. These books were delivered to the Prophets through
revelations.

All religions contain the same message, from the same God. Therefore Islam, Christianity, and
Judaism are in essence one message sent through three messengers as teachings and reminders, and
other messages where sent through other messengers that were not mentioned in the Quran. These
messengers were revealed in different languages according to the language of the respective
recipients.

The main premise of Islam is to create one world with different people of different beliefs and
ethnicities to get along, to cooperate and to get to know each other, and to provide other guidelines
for a better existence. These principles are clearly stated in Quranic verses.

Though Prophets carried their mission faithfully, overtime their respective followers failed to uphold
and maintain their Prophets’ teachings, and have even infused ideas and beliefs that contradicted
God’s teachings. This provides a partial explanation for the state of affairs that exist in the world
from economic inequality, wars, poverty, social injustice, environmental damage, etc...

It must be noted that all religions share the same basic values and teachings. These enforce the
principal that all these religions originated from the same source, though they vary in the way they
were communicated. All believers thus, identify with the values and attributes of God’s 99 names in
Islam.

The question then is what are the main reasons that have led the followers of Islam to derail from its
teaching?

In Management, the field | studied, we usually attribute the results and outcomes of people and

organizations’ performances to their Governance, and the way these organizations are being
managed and led.
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For a better understanding of why the message of Islam has derailed from its mission and from its
original intentions, one has to conduct a special examination of the religious institutions, their
leaders, capabilities and knowledge, and an assessment of how these institutions evolved over
history, and how they were influenced and managed.

Currently, in the Middle East, and especially in the aftermath of the events that occurred in the last
five years, there have been increasing calls for innovation in the Governance of religious institutions.
These have elicited varying reactions from those who are for or against these initiatives. There is no
doubt that a critical analysis of these institutions and their effectiveness in achieving their missions
must be continuously monitored and examined. The capabilities of these institutions, their
competencies, suitability to modern world and global affairs, and how they are governed, all require
a close examination. In this presentation | will shed some light on these issues.

There are different Religions in the Middle East (Islam, Christianity, Judaism....), and there are
different sects within each religion (Islam: Sunni, Shiite, Yazidi, Druze, Christianity: Catholics,
Protestants... and others). Governance of each one of those religions and sects varies depending on
its evolution. A study of history would shed more light on how religious governance has evolved over
the centuries, both as a result of internal, as well as external events. | will however, focus my
discussion on the Governance of Islamic Institutions, and specifically Sunni religious institutions.

However, one should note that there are common denominators in the Governance of all religious
institutions across all religions. There are shared challenges relating to the governance of these
institutions, albeit, these challenges vary depending on the period and the corresponding historic
events that prevailed at the time.

A good example of this is the principal of separation of religion and politics, and the secularization of
religion. Similarly, the struggle between different sects of one religion, like the struggle between
Catholics and Protestants, and the struggle between Shiites and Sunnis.

A full understanding of the Governance mechanism of each one of these religions and sects is
beyond the scope of my discussion, and will require a much deeper analysis, one that is nonetheless
needed and encouraged for a full grasp of the situation, its evolution, and reform.

Nonetheless, reform in Governance of any organization is a necessity. Change is the only constant
in life. Innovation in this reform process can take different forms especially in this age of
Globalization, and the resulting advancements in technology, communication, transportation,
movement of people, and the availability of knowledge.

As the world faces more common threats that are not just limited to terrorism and security, but
extend to other areas like economic, social, cultural, technological, environmental, and others.

Societies must look for ways to manage these challenges.

Governance of Religious institutions is at the heart of this issue, especially with the significant role
Religion plays in the Middle East now and will continue to play in the future.
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There is a widespread tendency among Muslims to reject secularization and religious reformation as
something that concerns non-Muslim countries; rejection of secular beliefs stems from the fact that
the combination of the Quran and the Hadith positions Islam as a provider of clear
guidelines to societies, and its institutions, on how to function and evolve efficiently.

It is important here to give a brief explanation of Hadith. What is Hadith: Historically, interpretation
and teaching of the message of the Quran came from the Prophet directly as the Quran was revealed
to him. Subsequently, the other source of religious teachings came from the Hadith, which are the
collections of the reports purporting to quote what the Islamic Prophet said verbatim on any

matter. The term comes from the Arabic meaning "report", "account" or "narrative".

Hadith is second only to the Quran in developing Islamic jurisprudence, and as such it is regarded as
an important tool for understanding the Quran and its commentaries (tafsir). Many important
elements of traditional Islam such as the five prayers are mentioned in Hadith but not in the Quran.

The Hadith literature is based on spoken reports that were in circulation in society after the death of
Prophet Mohamed. Unlike the Quran, which was compiled under the official direction of the early
Islamic State in Medinah, the Hadith reports were not compiled by a central authority. But rather,
were evaluated and gathered into large collections during the 8th and 9th centuries; generations
after the death of the Prophet.

Each Hadith is based on two parts, a chain of narrators reporting the hadith and the text
itself). Individual Hadith is classified by Muslim clerics assahih ('z=<="which means
"authentic"), hasan ("o=>" which means"good") or da'if ("—w=<=" which means “weak").

However, there is no overall consensus; different groups and different scholars may classify a Hadith
differently.  This in itself leads to different interpretations. Different branches of Islam
(Sunni, Shiite, Druzi, Yazidi) refer to different collections of Hadith, while other followers reject
outright the authority of the Hadith collections, opting instead to rely only on the Quran.

There have been calls for a serious evaluation of the Hadith, and to unify its various versions. Being
a man-written account of historical quotations and precedents, Hadith is hence susceptible to
mistakes, additions, distortion, and misquotations. These calls for evaluation however, have not
resulted in any serious actions.

Many Muslims, scholars, have over time relied more on Hadith for explanations and direction, and
without reverting to the original source, the Quran. The result has been a stark division of
interpretations and conflicting edicts. Thus, one can immediately see the effect on society and its
institutions as a result of these actions.
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A simple example is what many quote from the Hadith regarding the duty of Jihad (translates into
struggle). Many have understood this in a military sense; the obligation to use force when the
circumstances necessitate, and as a reward, anyone who dies performing the Jihad will be rewarded
Houries (virgins in Heaven). There is absolutely no reference of this in the Quran, and the meaning
of Jihad as mentioned in the Quran means that one must struggle to tame and control ones urges. A
big difference in interpretation! There are many other examples of such contradiction that have
affected societies, and mostly the less learned ones.

A serious and immediate effort is thus needed to make the Hadith totally authentic by removing
those versus that do not conform to the Quran.

Unlike what is practiced in the two other monolithic religions, Islam stresses on the direct
relationship between God and man, i.e. a person does not require an intermediary to connect to God,
and therefore, Islam does not have clergy or religious authorities. The Quran provides a detailed
guidance on every aspect of life, from marriage, to commerce, good governance, family relations,
and even the conduct of war, among so many others. However, what is practiced in Muslim
countries is the opposite, as numerous religious figures and groups attempt at regulating society
through their own interpretations of Islam, and Hadith.

The role of religious scholars and institutions started as an effort to teach those in a society that
cannot read and who need interpretations of complex issues. The role of religious scholars thus
began to grow and to expand to the provision of sermons and community leadership, and to issuing
fatwas.

So what is a fatwa? And what does fatwa mean?

The word "fatwa" has become well known around the world. People often hear that a Muslim cleric
or scholar has issued a "fatwa". In some cases, this word has been associated with very negative
things, such as a death sentence on a person or a severe punishment. The word "fatwa" has been
made popular by media outlets looking for more sensational stories in order to capture the largest
possible audience. In their pursuit of ratings, the media need to find an enemy that they can portray
as evil and vicious, because such stories trigger fear in viewers and make them interested in
following such stories in the media. Media outlets love to find words such as "fatwa" that they can
use in their reports. This gives the report a more serious tone, and makes it appear as if the reporter
is an expert on the subject, because no one knows what this word means and no one has heard it
before. However, the media turns such a word into a keyword that catches the eye and the ear or
the average person, all in the pursuit of more viewers and higher ratings.

So what does the word "fatwa" actually mean? It is an Arabic word, and it literally means "opinion".
Related words in Arabic are "afta", which means to give an opinion, and "yastafti", which means to
ask for an opinion. In fact, in Arabic countries, an opinion poll is called an "istifta", which is simply a
different form of the same word. As you can see, there is nothing sinister or scary about the word
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itself. So why do media outlets not just say "opinion" so that everyone can understand what they are
talking about? Would you care about the opinion of some cleric in Iran or Afghanistan? Probably not.
But the use of a foreign sounding word such as "fatwa", along with all of the negative and evil
connotations that it carries, will catch the attention of a good number of people. This translates into
more viewers, higher ratings and more advertising dollars.

This was the linguistic meaning of the word "fatwa". In a religious context, the word "fatwa" carries
more meaning. This is because when a Muslim has a question that they need to be answered from
an Islamic point of view, they ask an Islamic scholar this question, and the answer is known as a
"fatwa". This "fatwa" carries more weight than just the random opinion of any person on the street.
Muslim scholars are expected to give their "fatwa" based on religious evidence, not based on their
personal opinions. Therefore, their "fatwa" is sometimes regarded as a religious ruling. Here is an
example of a fatwa: As you know, Muslims are expected to pray five times every day at specific times
during the day. A person who is going to be on a 12 hour flight may not be able to perform their
prayers on time. So they might ask a Muslim scholar for a "fatwa" on what is the appropriate thing to
do, or they might look up the answer in a book or on the internet. The scholar might advise them to
perform the prayer to the best of their ability on the plane, or to delay their prayer until they land,
for example. And they would support their opinion with evidence.

It is interesting to note that in Islam, there are four sources from which Muslim scholars extract
religious law or rulings, and upon which they base their "fatwa". The first is the Quran, which is the
holy book of Islam, and which is the direct and literal word of God, revealed to Prophet Mohammad.
The second source is the Sunnah, which incorporates anything that the Prophet Mohammad said,
did or approved of. The third source is the consensus of the scholars, meaning that if the scholars of
a previous generation have all agreed on a certain issue, then this consensus is regarded as
representing Islam. Finally, if no evidence is found regarding a specific question from the three first
sources, then an Islamic scholar performs what is known as "ijtihad". This means that they use their
own logic and reasoning to come up with the best answer according to the best of their ability.

It is also interesting to note that different scholars frequently have different opinions regarding any
given question. This is why there is usually more than one "fatwa" regarding any one question. In
fact, there are a number of methodologies for how to understand evidence gathered from the
previously mentioned sources of Islamic law. Scholars who follow different methodologies will
frequently arrive at different answers to the same question. It is well known that in Islam there are
four "schools of thought: Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i, and Hanbali”, and each of them differ with respect to
certain aspects. However, it is important to know that these differences are usually about minor
issues. For example, in terms of beliefs, the vast majority of Muslims agree on most aspects of belief,
most importantly the concept of monotheism, and belief in the angels, Prophets, holy books and the
Day of Judgment.

Muslims believe that any given action that they perform in their lives falls into one of five categories:

1. Obligatory
2. Commendable
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3. Permissible
4, Despised
5. Not Permitted

All actions fall into the "permissible" category, unless there is evidence from one of the four sources
previously mentioned (Quran, Sunnah, Consensus, ljtihad) that proves otherwise. Here are some
examples:

. The five daily prayers are obligatory upon Muslims. Those who do not perform them are
committing a sin, and they will be accountable for that on the day of judgment.

U Performing additional voluntary prayers is commendable. Those who perform them will be
rewarded, but those who do not are not committing a sin.

. Driving a car is permissible, meaning that the action of driving is not good or bad in itself.
There is no sin or reward attached to it. Most things fall under this category.

. Divorce is a despised action. Although there is no sin associated with it, it must only be

considered as a last resort when all other means of solving the problems between the
spouses have been exhausted.

. Drinking alcoholic drinks is not permitted. Those who do so are committing a sin, and will be
held accountable for it on the Day of Judgment.

When someone asks a Muslim scholar about performing a specific action, the reply will be a "fatwa"
explaining which of these five categories this action would fall under. So if you ask a Muslim scholar
to give a fatwa about adultery, they would tell you that it is "Not Permitted". If you ask about fasting
in Ramadan, they would answer that it is "Obligatory". Muslims are usually encouraged to ask for
reasoning and evidence behind any fatwa, and should avoid blindly following the opinions of Muslim
scholars without understanding the reasons behind them. This is because Muslims should always
feel that they are practicing Islam to gain the pleasure of God, and not to gain the pleasure of
acceptance of any human being.

As | mentioned, Islam is a religion that recognizes no authoritative source of doctrinal interpretation
like the Pope. The lack of an authoritative source of doctrinal interpretation means that Islam lacks a
hierarchical structure like the Catholic Church and (theoretically) anyone can interpret the Quran and
other religious scriptures anyway they like.

This makes Islam more egalitarian and democratic in some ways but also makes it easier for Muslim
extremists to gain influence and promulgate their views. It is also necessary to add that there is no
accepted translation of the Arabic text of the Quran in any language. Arabic is a rich and complex
language, and often there tend to be dilutions of meanings or of ideas when translated.

In addition, and throughout history there has been the inevitable control of political systems over
the recognized man-made religious institutions, which in turn influence societies. This control was
and remains viewed as crucial in gaining legitimacy to rule. Consequently, these religious authorities
look for the political establishments to obtain their legitimacy.
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This relationship is evident in Egypt, for example. Al Azhar was first established as a mosque and
seminary in the year 972 and has grown into a massive religious, bureaucratic and education
institution that today employs tens of thousands of people across Egypt. Alazhar , is recognized in
Article Seven of the Constitution of the Arab Republic of Egypt (2014) as the greatest and the most
influential in the Sunni Islamic world) and is the main reference for religious science and Islamic
affairs. The Post of Head of Al Azhar is however, a political appointment!

Under Al Azhar there are several bodies, including: 1. Educational institutions (consisting of over
8000 secondary, primary and high schools in which over 2 million students are enrolled), 2. Al Azhar
university that employs over 11000 professors and 13000 staff members in 67 faculties across 16 of
Egypt’s governorates, 3.The Islamic Research Complex (issues fatwas and gives opinion on legislation
upon request of the grand sheikh to ensure that the legislations do not contradict Islam), 4.The
supreme council of Al Azhar (formulated Al Azhar public and Educational policies), manages Al-
Azhar’s private endowment, 5.Body of senior scholars (interprets Islamic law and elects the grand
sheikh and state mufti, whose nominations are confirmed by the president.

Another significant religious institution is Dar Al Ifta led by the state Mufti. It issues non- legally
binding Fatwas on behalf of the State and confirms death sentences for the Ministry of Justice.

And finally, we have the Ministry of Religious Endowments under the Prime Minister which manages
the endowments of Egypt’s mosques and certifies Imams, but it does not issue any Fatwas.

There are also other Sunni sub-sects, like Wahhabism in Saudi Arabia, which is exerting its influence
in a bid forlocal and regional authoritative control. The same exists in other Muslim
countries, while Shia Islam has its religious authority in Najaf, and to a lesser extent in Qom.

This partnership between political systems and the man-made religious authorities have resulted,
among many other things, in social disturbances, and poor institutional performance and
governance.

A critical examination of these institutions is necessary. In Management, a technique is used to
evaluate the performance of institutions is called a SWOT analysis; one that entails identifying the
main strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities and threats.

So, do we need innovation in the governance of Islamic religious institutions?

The answer is an emphatic yes. | must here discuss what some Western scholars have suggested in
terms of solutions. Many in the West advocate the removal of verses from the Quran, and even re-
writing some parts of it to suit what they claim are modern views. These claims are not possible as
the Quran is a balanced book, and the problem lies somewhere else. What | and many scholars
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propose is serious research and understanding of what the Quran and Hadith teach as applies to our
modern day lives. To look at these teachings with a modern approach, the Quran is a Holly book that
applies to all ages, and Allah (God) asked us to be both non-extremists in our views and to interpret
the Quran in a manner which simplifies and improves our lives.

A new approach to religious institutions’ management should include at the core an overdue
involvement of the intelligentsia and religious scholars and a new understanding of the Quran, as it
applies to our present age. The Muslim world must unite to reform the existing religious authorities
and to establish a centralized accepted independent authority with the aim of unifying the
interpretations and teachings of the Quran. These teachings should lead to peace, justice, and
welfare of human beings.

This authority should be comprised of scholars in different fields that combine in depth knowledge of
religion with knowledge of natural and social sciences.

While Al Azhar University offers education in other disciplines; however, and as prevalent in other
public universities in the Middle East, the quality of education is below the desired level.

Currently, the majority of Imams and head of religious institutions graduate with degrees in Daawa
(religious studies...) and without any specialization in any other field. We need to include doctors,
engineers, scientist, artists, linguists, philosophers ..that complement their studies with an
understanding of Quran and its Teachings. This way they will be able to evaluate facts from different
perspectives, and to connect the day to day affairs of our time with the teaching of religion. This will
also help in delving into the depths of the Quran in a continuous effort to bring our understanding to
the modern age.

At present, many of the students that enter Al Azhar especially those who specialize in religious
studies are the ones with the below average grades and those who failed to gain acceptance to other
technical universities. In my opinion, the study of religion requires a certain level of maturity and
intellect, and a strong background in other fields of study.

In the United States, the study of law or Medicine is achieved after a strong base is gained in other
disciplines through a bachelor degree. | firmly believe the study of religion and its applications to the
modern world should be conducted after a strong base is acquired in other academic disciplines.

Imams, Preachers, or any religious personalities should be a role model in many aspects. A role
model in the way they conduct themselves, in their knowledge of worldly affairs, and in their ability
to communicate effectively and in presenting themselves and their views.

Many Middle Eastern countries suffer from poor education, health, economic and cultural

development. Religious institutions are no exception to this poor state of affairs, and this is naturally
reflected on its institutions and on society as a whole.
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The process of capacity building of religious institutes requires an honest and non-biased assessment
of the capabilities of these organizations, their staff, and their proper knowledge of Islam and other
relevant affairs.

An assessment should be followed by a program of training that is based on a needs assessment to
all Imams, Sheikhs and administrators/leaders of religious institutes.

Technology and latest education modes of experiential learning, web based education, and
computer programs should be utilized as support.

This is the first step in capacity building/development. At this stage, and after a SWOT analysis
identifies all parameters, focus should be on understanding the obstacles that inhibit Islamic
institutions from undergoing reform and realizing their developmental goals while enhancing the
abilities that will allow them to achieve measurable and sustainable results. It would then be
possible to work on strengthening the necessary skills, competencies, and abilities of all involved in
the management of religious institutions.

Capacity building is a long term continuous process of development that involves all stakeholders;
including not only religious leaders, but also government and local authorities, NGO’s, local councils,
professionals, and prominent community members, and media (among others). The goal of capacity
building is to tackle problems related to policy and methods of development, while considering the
potential, limits and needs of the religious institutions concerned. Here, there must be capacity
building efforts on an individual level, institutional level, and the societal level;

Individual Level — Capacity building on an individual level requires the development of conditions
that allow the Imams or preachers to build and enhance their knowledge and skills. It also calls for
the establishment of conditions that allow these Imams to engage in the process of learning and
adapting to change.

Institutional Level — Capacity building on an institutional level should involve aiding the existing
religious institutions, through modernizing these institutions, and supporting them in forming sound
policies, organizational structures, and effective methods of governance.

Societal Level — Capacity building at the societal level should support the establishment of more
interactive religious administrations that learn equally from their actions and from feedback they
receive from the population at large.

Capacity building must be used to develop religious administrators to be responsive and accountable.
In addition, an evaluation and monitoring mechanism must be set in place to ensure a continual long
term adhering to the mission. This may include evaluation and monitoring on the institution’s clarity

of mission, leadership, learning (self-assessment), emphasis on on-the-job development and
monitoring processes.
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This rigorous albeit urgently needed process will serve to promote the main social values of religion,
and will propel Islamic societies to a new age of stability and prosperity, and will eventually eradicate
extremism and all social malaise inflicting these societies.

These social values are clearly mentioned in the Quran and Hadith and include:

e A just judicial system
¢ A market economy and a fair distribution of wealth
¢ A democratic political system

e Equal treatment of minorities

A recent study on Islam conducted by a U.S. based researcher showed that most Western countries
practice these Islamic values, both on a micro and macro level, more than any Islamic country. As a
result, the study shows that the ‘Happiness Index’ is the highest in those countries that score the
highest in: experiencing well-being, life expectancy, and the ecological footprint. These countries
include Costa Rica and Denmark at the top. These traits of happy countries/societies are precisely
the reason why Islam and other religions came to all of humanity.

So the innovation here is in a breakthrough in a long overdue process of systemic evaluation of the
current structure, and the inclusion of specialists in other disciplines, analyzing and studying the
Quran and Hadith objectively and with a view on how it applies to us in this modern age, training
those religious personnel who interact with the public and educate people, reforming the religious
institutions entrusted with the interpretation and theology, and to tackle all future challenges
relating both to institutional management and to theological topics.

As | mentioned earlier, | would also recommend the establishment of a supreme religious authority
comprised of elected religious leaders of all sects, and augmented with advisory panels comprised of
leaders in other disciplines, with the main aim of unifying all teachings across all sects, and to
address areas of conflicting interpretations and current changes facing the globe.

In Muslim countries, the Quran is the main source of constitutional and other laws. A reformation of
how the Middle East understands and applies the teachings of Islam will reflect positively on all
aspects of their societies and will promote moral values, in addition to advancements in arts,
literature, education, innovation, sciences, and peace.

The long term gradual decline in Religious understanding and tolerance has led to a steady social,
economic, and political decline.

There is a deep yearning among the Muslim masses to revert back to the golden age of Islam when
Muslim scholars of all disciplines left an indelible mark on the world stage.
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From satellite-enabled GPS, to hi-tech medical procedures, much of today's modern science has
been developed and understood through the work of scientists and thinkers across the ages and
from around the world.

While the names of Newton, Galileo and Copernicus are well known, what is less well known is that
these men were building on the work of great scientists who came before them.

Between the 9th and 14th centuries, Europe was living in the dark ages, but in the Islamic world
there was a progressive scientific revolution taking place, as Arab rulers built illustrious centers of
learning, where great scholars pioneered revolutionary new ideas; men like Ibn Sina, al-Kindi, or al-
Razi, and many others, whose contributions to science are immense.

This Golden Age of Islamic Science presented ground breaking achievements: it was the era that
"mathematized" all the sciences, created chemistry from alchemy and conceived the modern
scientific method, amongst so much else.

This was possible when there was an accurate and truthful application of Islamic teachings. The
positive results were felt in all aspects of life, from just and benevolent governance, freedom to
express and innovate, to all other forms of social development and advancement.

Throughout history, every system, political, religious, or otherwise, undergoes peaks and troughs.
The steady long term decline that prevails in the Middle East region can be minimized and ultimately
reversed with a strong will in applying both innovation and far reaching reforms.

Religions exist to regulate and to improve the quality of our lives, both as communities and
individuals. We cannot blame religion if the opposite conditions exist. But rather, our
interpretations and applications of religious teachings, and the governance of Quranicthe religious
institutions that are-to blame.

Thank you for patience and listening, and now | welcome your comments and inquiries.
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To clarify the role and the function of you}th group in Coptic Diaspora Community

in Canada and discuss its importance
* Background

1) Religious group plays an important role in immigrants’ adaptation to the host
society [Breton 1964]

-> Lack of such a point of view in the study of Egyptian immigrant community
[Ahmed 2007]

2) Previous studies mostly focus on male immigrants from Greater Cairo or Upper
Egypt
-> Lack of diversity of immigrants in regard with religion, age, home city / village,
academic background, occupation, gender, etc

3)23-30 % of Coptic Christians resides abroad + increasing number of immigrants after
2011 revolution

To grasp the overview of Coptic_ Community and Egyptian immigrants, study on
Coptic Diaspora is essential



Coptic Diaspora in the World

In 1999 Total Population of Egypt: 67 million (-> in 2015: 80 million)
Coptic Population (10% of total) : about 6.7 million

-> Coptic Diaspora: about 2 million (23~30% of 6.7 million)
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How many Copts in Canada?
Total : 30 million
Coptic Orthodox: 16,000 A\

[Government of Canada 2014b]
Those who was bornin
Egypt: 55,000 [ibid 2014a]

- > Should be much more.

Cf. One church has more than
5,000 congregation

Churches and Monasteries

38 Churches, 1 Monastery,

1 Nunnery

Which state has more Copts?
1. Ontario 21 Churches

2. Quebec 6 Churches
(70% of total churches)




Definitions of “Generations’” and

“Old | New Comer”’

eneration

#15t {Those who migrated to the West when they are in their 20s
or above by the will of oneself or of his/her partner and now
live in Canada

#2"d {Those who was born in the West or migrated to the West
with his/her parents and have been living in Canada since

his/her childhood

#374 {Those who was born and live in Canada and have

grandparents migrated to the West and

+2) Old | New Comer

REAIZRCERICES HHAD
HEERA, 8/9/2015

* Older Comer.Those who migrated to Canada in 1960~2010 %%%212‘ (Ezjﬁ)’rz’:":'fﬁ
T—QT#E (F2X) | 8/9/2015

* New Comer: Those who migrated after 2011 Revolution
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Fieldwork
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Diversity of religions, languages and S e
ethnicity in Quebec and Coptic el
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Quebec [Government of Canada 2005, 2006, 2011] ) m/m% HARSLE D#HT

Population. 7 million (232 of total population)
Religious Affiliation :Christians 646million=92% (catholic 6, Protestant 0.3, Orthodox 0.1, Others 0.6 ),

None 0.4, Muslims 0.11, etc [million]) Relatively big numbers
Official language: French & other states: English and French of MENA immigrants

Mother tangue:French (80 %) , English(7%), , Spanish (1.7%),

ltalic (1.5%), etc

Ethnic group: French (58 %) , Engti Native North American
(3%)Arab 0.2 million (2.7% %), etc
a0 ALl
Church Community I | Community Il Ability of
(to other written Arabic
Arabs)
1t EA(Egyptian Arabic) EA ENG EA e O
G (Sometimesin ENGor FR)  FR
2" - EA with parents - EA to 15t generation ENG ENG ENG X
G - ENG (English) or FR - ENG among 2"¢ and 3™ FR FR FR (Except for those
(French) with generations who studied
brothers and sisters ~ (Sometimes with EA or/and Arabic in the early
FR) age)
34  -ENGorFR As above ENG ENG ENG X
G - Arabic to grandparents (If no grandparents, only ENG FR FR FR

and FR)




Case Study

St. George and St. Joseph Coptic Orthodox Church, Montreal-Canada

Location: At West Island, 30km South West of Montreal, Quebec
2 Cathedrals, 2 nurseries, a gym, cafeteria
4 clergies (2 * 15t generation and 2* 2"d generation)

History.
1989: First mass by Fr. A (1939-2011) and Congregation at his house

1991: Development of Cathedral. Then Pope Shenouda Il (#£f%1971-2012), Minister of
Multiculturalism and Citizenship of Federal Government of Canada, Minister
of Transportation of State of Quebec, Delegation of Catholic Churches of
Rome, Syria and Armenia, Delegation of Orthodox Churches of Greece, Syria
and Armenia

2000: Development of Nursery which is able to take care of up to 80 kids Father A
2011: January 25 Revolution - > Instability of politics, economic and society
= Increasing number of immigrants to the church
2014: Pope Tawadros (2012-) visited the church
2015: Late July, New Blshop Eclemands was appointed to the new bishop

Uniqueness:
* Most populated Coptic Orthodox Church in Montreal (1700 Family = 5000 individuals)

*Congregations are relatively highly educated, high social status and rich (Back ground: only
those who have enough money can migrate)

e ‘“\Aarm?”? chiirch ““Kind?”’ chiirch “<necial’” chiirch



DEMIKTEOER (BEMDIAE) LIFROET (1BF
A1) . ZBEIEF S E7 AKRE, 2013/8/25 |

Why? — To keep the unity of the church among the youths

“In Canada, there are so many attractive things outside“the*church
that the youth can easily leave church. To avoid such a thing, we
tried so hard to do many activities which attract younger ones”

- Ms. LS. (Picture @) _

QE{KiFMEE
TR SMEE,
2015/8/6
2) Today’s active members

- 2™ and 3" generation youth in their 10s and 20s

- Supporters: Fr. M, his wife Ms. L (in their 30s, Father:former engineer,
Wife: Ph.D. holder) , Fr. R and his wife Ms. E (in their 50s)

3) Function of youth group for youths themselves BFEIRDIHL—2 5 — T
* To create a deeper friendship and place of belonging AVNR—DI=FERS, 2015/8/9
+ To maintain Coptic tradition | =
* A place to be an ideal Christian
4) Meaning of youth group for Church leaders
“A Church without youth is a church without future”

- 117t Pope Shenouda Il [van Dijkand Botros 2009:199]
= Holy Synod supports activities of youth groups

. . . GHETDT: 2 -
Cf. Hosting a Symposium by a Bishop from England on August, 2015 ?5%%%@%5&; (:agj]u—(,%%lg
KDEHEN-H, 2015/8/6



Activities of Youth Group

1) Sunday School " :\gP
After the Sunday mass, teenagers teach kids Christian education B

2) Youth Meeting
After the Sunday mass, students of high school, CEGEP, university and post graduates gather
according to their age groups and have a chit-chat, discussion, etc.

3) Bible Studies

Fr. M. and his wife Dr. L hold meetings to watch Christian educational DVD and discuss with
youths for 2-3 hours.

Wednesday: 5-6 females group, Thursday: 5-6 females group and 5-6 males group, Sunday: 30-
40 males and females group

4) Volunteer Activities

(D Supporting homeless people: Offer a dinner plate on every Monday at the park in the city
center of Montreal.

@ Visiting aged people who have less or none relatives.

@ Visiting and sending money, clothes, stationary, etc to Egypt, Kenya and Bolivia to help the
poor

5) “Fun Events”
BBQ, Skiing, Travelling, etc




Observation®
Youth meeting and Bible Study
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Observation@) Voluntary activities and Events

B LR EORTAEES
-BFE4£1-%, 2015/8/4 2015F2AICYUETZTEESINE 2T ADa T M
T S = PNUFIAO7 LAY FUFTOIT RS

ST VR S R, SR T TO T FEE TR ELAPEY
20 T WG S S g an kL S EENRLICEL NS, &

S - .
Wb 03 T [ (L SIS ALORANIHLTEES
. TET O THEAEL %

il

=4

o 1Pl
s g i .JT? .

R—LLADANRAN
DY BEHR (L) &.
FEEOF YV b

(&) , 2015/8/10

FOT7EREXFEER
BeshafE, 2015/8/8



Observation®) Youth as conflict solver???

between old and new comers

Old comers

New comers don’t appreciate the support by the church

don’t respect the manners of the church/ Canada

“Young new comers are little

“First, it was difficult to bit better. Because youth of
Enderstand the differentd lnter_a_ctlon old comers guide them. On

etween new comers and us the other hand the older ones
but it’s getting bet.te.r.. They through among new comers don’t
come to youth activities and . .. accept the manners of Canada.
our relationship has been tiviti They don’t listen to us, either.
better” - 1t generation, 50s, female,
- 37 generation, 20s, female, shopkeeper

university student

New comers

Old comers don’t support us*

XTI B HPlT — a9 —Ph—DF XDV A RN 28F 1), BTy 27 EEER e ER A T HHERE Al TUNVA
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Canadian’cultare

e

* Get rid of
original culture
and adapt new
culture

e Maintain original
culture and
adapt new
culture as well™

LM TR

[Berry and Sam 1997]

Marginalizatic
AOIGE

* Maintain original
culture and avoid

interaction with

new culture

* Keep away from
original and new
culture

(

— B AWAOER. R I TOS,

Photos: August 25, 26, 2013, April 20, 2014
(Center), August 9, 2015 (fLH3QD)
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Conclusion:

Function and Role

@

Maintain
the

Christian

~Tradition

- To maintain Coptic traditic

- A place to be anideal Christian
For the entire Coptic Church
- Driving force
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