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The Uniqueness of Private Universities and Kotokushin
(Unbiased Harmony)

Nobuyasu Kurata, Chancellor and Chair

Private universities establish original founding philosophies, and students
make their respective independent choices in deciding which school they
would like to attend.

When selecting the school for which to take the entrance examination, the
school of choice is sometimes determined with the approval of parents.
Article 820 of Japan's Civil Code stipulates, “A person who exercises parental
authority holds the right, and bears the duty, to care for and educate the
child for the child's interests.” In other words, the right to choose a private

university arises from the right of parents to educate the child. The right of

the private school to carry out its original education arises by commission
of the parent. This has extremely strong significance in ensuring the private
university’s originality.

There is a tendency for society to recognize the value of a private university
through its respective original academic culture and the educational policy
implemented by the school. For this reason, the spirit of the school’s founding
philosophy, established at the time of the private university's foundation, also
becomes the guiding principle when setting the school regulations and other
disciplinary rules of the school.

The founding philosophy of Tokyo

International University is “nurturing truly =3
internationally-minded people through 12
Kotokushin (literally, “the spirit of public Ypy

virtue”), or a sense of unbiased harmony.”
This philosophy is equally shared by all
who are involved with our university.

As you all know, those who attend TIU are not limited to Japanese students.
Youths from around the world gather at TIU to study. It is an environment
rich in international flavor, with no ethnic or religious boundaries.

My hope is that the understanding of Japanese and international students is
enhanced in regard to Kotokushin education of this university.

While it may not be easy to define Kotokushin education, you can already
see it being implemented on TIU campuses in the form of the “Greetings”
movement that has been promoted on campus for the past two years.

To begin with, greeting each other is a very basic element of interpersonal
relationships. Whether meeting for the first time or not, a virtual psychological
space is created by the act of exchanging greetings. Making the exchange of
greetings commonplace not only among students but also faculty members
and staff creates the awareness that one is a part of a greater whole, and I am
convinced that this is the first step in Kotokushin education.

Reference: Jitsugaku Shiritsu Gakko Hou (author: Shoichi Tawara, publisher:
Hoyusha)
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