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Abstract

A Comparative Study between Sigmund Freud and
Takaaki Yoshimoto about Their Theories of Early
Mother-infant Relationships: Through the
Intermediation of Keigo Okonogi’s Erotic
Communication Theory

Tomoaki Imamura

This study made a comparison in detail of Takaaki Yoshimoto’s theory of the early mother-
child relationship and psychosis with that of Sigmund Freud for the purpose of exploring the possibility
of its application to clinical psychology. In contrasting Yoshimoto’s theory with that of Freud, the
present paper referred to Keigo Okonogi’s erotic communication theory as an intermediary between
the two.

Although Freud didn’t focus on the mother-child communication in the fetal period and early
infancy, Yoshimoto pointed out the importance of pre-verbal communication between mother and
child, i.e. “internal communication,” and termed the phase “Oceanic period.” Okonogi as well
emphasized the pre-verbal communication between mother and child in his theory of erotic
communication. However, Okonogi never presupposed the internal communication during the fetal
stage as suggested by Yoshimoto and assumed the erotic communication only in the period of early
infancy.

Key words: Sigmund Freud, Takaaki Yoshimoto, internal communication, oceanic period,
Keigo Okonogi, erotic communication
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