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Abstract

An Exploratory Study of Images of Children
Expressed Through a Collage by Male and Female
High School Students

Ruka Sugahara

The aim of the study was to explore images of children, as expressed by high school students
through collages, who live in a society in which problems related to marriage and child-rearing are
becoming serious and who still have a long way to go before child-rearing. With children as the theme,
collages were produced, and interviews related to the collage production experience and work were
conducted. To analyze the collages, formal analysis and content analysis were applied. To analyze
interviews, Kinoshita’s (2016) Modified Grounded Theory Approach (M-GTA) was applied. The results
show no significant difference or deviation among any of the items in the formal and content analyses
of the work, but the M-GTA analysis extracted several images of children. This finding suggests that
high school students, both male and female, have several similar images of children that are positive
and approximately the same as those of adults. The study also found that the creators’ memories of

their childhood influenced their expression of images of children through the collage

Keywords: high school students, images of children, collage, Modified Grounded Theory
Approach (M-GTA)
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