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Abstract

Conflicts Caused by Differences in Zainichi
Korean Adolescents and the Background of
Conflicts

Yun Seongsu

This article examined “conflicts caused by differences” in interpersonal relationships of
Zainichi Korean adolescents and discusses the background of these conflicts, focusing on why
“differences” are a problem for Zainichi Korean adolescents. Firstly, we defined “Zainichi Korean
(Korean residents in Japan)” and described their population, the generations, education, names, the
mother tongue, and the social life of Zainichi Korean adolescents. Next, we categorized and discussed
the concept of “conflicts caused by differences” in their interpersonal relationships. Finally, we have
discussed why “differences” are problems for Zainichi Korean adolescents from the perspective of their
current circumstances, communication in Japanese culture, and the feeling of “shame” related to

“differences”.

Keywords: Zainichi Korean (Korean residents in Japan), Zainichi Korean adolescents,

Interpersonal relationships, Conflicts caused by differences, Shame
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