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Abstract

Neurology and Psychology in Freud
—A Study of Freud’s Early Theories—

Tomoaki Imamura

Sigmund Freud started to study the psychology of neurosis after investigating neurology. This
study examines the process by which Freud developed his own understanding of neurology and
psychology under the influence of Charcot, Bernheim, Jackson, Breuer, and his patients. In this study,
excitation is a key concept in neurology, and representation is a key concept in psychology. Based on
these two concepts, excitation and representation, this study examined how Freud understood the
interaction between mind and body. Freud devised the proposition of constancy of the quantity of
excitation of the nervous system. Also he thought trauma as representations which retain their

affective force.

Key word: Freud, Excitation, Representation, Psychoanalysis



