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Karl Kautsky and the State Language

KATSUMATA, Akio

Abstract

According to Madeyski, the author of the study “Die deutsche Staatssprache oder Osterreich ein
deutscher Staat”, a state language is the language, which is used in the government and parliament,
used for laws, and used for the education in state university and so on. But in a multinational state
such as Austrian monarchy the state language means a privilege for the nationality the language of
which is determined as the state language. The controversy over the state language in the Viennese
parliament during the revolution of 1848 shows that the state language is not only the privilege of
the ruling nationality, but also a despotism against the nationalities that do not understand the state
language, that it is a means of class oppression, that it violates the right to speak one’s own language.
Therefore, Austrian social democratic party, that struggled to solve the nationality question, criticized
the German state language and did not acknowledge it. However, Karl Kautsky, the leading social
democratic theoretician of nationality question, insisted that German must be the state Language
of Austria. Since Kautsky was never a German nationalist, it seems that his support of German state
language was a theoretical consequence of Marxist theory of non-historical nations.

Keywords: Karl Kautsky, State Language, Nationality Question, Social Democracy, Habsburg
Monarchy
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