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A Study on the Damage to Tanaka-machi, Asakusa
Ward, Tokyo, during the Great Kanto Earthquake:
An Analysis of the Newly Disclosed ‘“List of the
Deceased” from 100 years ago

KOMURO, Hisako

Abstract

This paper examines why and how more than 1,000 people lost their lives at Tanaka Elementary
School in Asakusa Ward, Tokyo during the Great Kanto Earthquake 100 years ago.

The author confirmed from the documents immediately after the earthquake that Tanaka Elementary
School had not yet been built, and that the land was vacant and had no administrator.

In addition, from an analysis of the recently disclosed “List of the Deceased", the author found the
demographic composition of the deceased was mostly young, that females outnumbered males, and
that more than one-third of the deceased in Tanaka-machi and Asakusa Ward were from rural areas.
Most of the deceased were local people, and did not evacuate far from their homes.

Although 100 years have passed and city infrastructure and earthquake-resistant building structures
have advanced considerably, the experience of this tragedy has profoundly impacted evacuation

methods.

Keywords: The Great Kanto Earthquake, Evacuation, Tanaka elementary School in Tanaka-machi,
Asakusa Ward
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