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Martial Arts Tourism as a Japanese Thing and
Mobilities around Okinawan Karate

ENOMOTO, Miyoko

Abstract

Tourism for international visitors is one of the few fast-growing industries in Japan. One measure
to promote tourism is martial arts tourism. Martial arts were first positioned as an ancient Japanese
tradition and rediscovered as a tourism resource, convinced that it would become a key feature of
Japanese tourism. Martial arts tourism incorporates a ‘Japanese’ element, similar to what is expected
of ‘Budo’.

This paper will also consider martial arts tourism as a policy but will limit its focus to karate. There
are two reasons for this. The first reason is that karate, as a type of martial arts, has gained popularity
and given rise to dojos and enthusiasts worldwide. The second reason is that karate originated in
Okinawa and has travelled through a unique and multiple route of transmission overseas, involving a
variety of human mobilities in the dissemination process and creating mixed representations of ‘Orient’,
‘Japan’ and ‘Okinawa’. In this context, this paper considers the geopolitics of Okinawa, including its
geographical condition as a southernmost prefecture hosting a US military base, substantial. However,
this paper does not discuss the differentness or cross-culturality of Okinawan karate. This is because
we do not argue from the self-evident point of view of being different but rather consider how the
perspective of being different was brought into the discussion.

For these reasons, the purpose of this paper is to show the necessity and significance of discussing
karate’s mobility in a way that is separate from martial arts theory while considering its various
peculiarities. It must be said that martial arts tourism, including karate, can only be established as
inbound tourism if it is outbound once transmitted overseas. The role of tradition and authenticity

associated with Okinawan karate is also discussed in this context.
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