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History and Current Status of Local History
Groups: Case of Shiga Prefecture

TAKADA, Tomokazu
Abstract

This paper clarifies the history and current status of local history groups in Japan. For this purpose,
we studied the case of the Minakuchi Town Local History Association in Koka City, Shiga Prefecture,
a group founded in 1959. By mainly using newsletter articles, we clarified the 65-year history of the
association till present day and its current status.

The following four conclusions were identified.

1: In 1959, a local history group was established in the town of Minakuchi by an outstanding local
historian. Since then, however, the Minakuchi Town Local History Association has changed its
character in accordance with the social changes. In present day, it has transformed itself into a social
and educational organization that actively assists with community development.

2: Since the 2000s, the relationship between the local government and the Minakuchi Town
Local History Association has improved due to an increase in the importance of cultural property
administration.

3: However, the local residents still have a strong interest in the history and folklore of the area that
they live in. Therefore, today, the Minakuchi Town Local History Association is not an association
for a small number of researchers, but an association for satisfying the intellectual curiosity of many
residents.

4: Recently, new developments in local history research have emerged, such as rise in small group
activities clarifying the history of the area.

In summary, we believe that while it is true that the membership of local history groups is aging
and declining, local history groups and local residents can open up new possibilities for local history

through collaboration with specialists and the government.
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