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A study on the Lexical Differences between
Mainland China and Taiwan

SETOGUCH], Isao

Abstract

Although designated by different names, Mainland China’s Putonghua and Taiwan’s Guoyu are both
common modern Chinese languages standardized on Mandarin Chinese. However, due to historical
and geographical separation, no language exchange occurred between the two regions for 40 odd
years. Consequently, each language developed independently. This study finds that, although
Putonghua and Guoyu differ only in very limited aspects of their grammar and pronunciation, their
differences in vocabulary are striking. Numerous instances can be cited about how these lexical
differences have led to communication problems and misunderstandings. We examine these lexical
differences and their future evolution through the lens of language policy on both sides. We use the
“Comparative Handbook of Everyday Vocabulary on Both Sides of the Taiwan Strait” (Li Xingjian et
al., eds., 2012) as a primary resource to analyze language use on both sides of the Taiwan Strait after

the year 2000, when cross-strait exchange intensified.

Keywords: Putonghua, Guoyu, language policies on both sides of the Taiwan Strait, mainland lexicon,

Taiwanese lexicon, lexical comparison
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