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The Course of the Pro-Japanese Liquidation Issue
in South Korea

HIRAYAMA, Tatsumi
Abstract

The Korean government is currently promoting a policy of standardizing modern history textbooks at
the national level because the contents of the textbooks that are being issued under the authorization
system to date are left-leaning. This conflict over the system for history books could also be
considered a conflict over interpretations of history. How did this conflict over interpretations of
history arise in Korea? This paper explains the conflicts in interpretations of history within Korean
society from the point of view of the pro-Japanese liquidation issue.

First, this paper is an investigation into movements to liquidate the pro-Japanese, which occurred
twice since the country was liberated in August 1945, as well as the reasons these movements failed.
“Pro-Japanese” refers to Koreans who cooperated with Japanese rule during the period of Japanese
colonial rule. The “pro-Japanese liquidation issue” refers to the issue of punishing those Koreans
who cooperated with Japanese rule. The reasons for the failure of these movements to liquidate pro-
Japanese elements that were clarified by the investigations conducted for this paper are different
than those purported by conventional theories. In addition, since it was not possible to liquidate the
pro-Japanese elements, an interpretation of history developed due to democratic forces composed
of those who opposed dictatorial systems after the Park Chung-hee regime that tried to link
together dictatorial regimes and pro-Japanese elements and criticize modern Korean history. This
interpretation of history caused conflicts with those who assert that modern history should be used
to cultivate strong pride in one’s country and a sense of patriotism. And finally, this paper clarifies the
fact that, under the interpretation of history that tries to criticize modern Korean history, the term
“pro-Japan” is still used as a tool to criticize government policies and Korean citizens that are Japan-

friendly.
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