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Economist Miyoji Hayakawa’s Depiction of
Hokkaido’s Pioneer Farmers
in His Novel Shojo-chi [Virgin Land]

KINJO, Fumiko

Abstract

Miyoji Hayakawa (1895-1962) was a Japanese economist and writer. He devoted his life as a
mathematical economist and econometrician to research into income and wealth distribution with a
focus on distribution of cultivated land holdings in Japan before and after the Land Reform in 1946. At
the same time, he also wrote a series of novels, Tsuchz to Hito, comprised of five completed volumes.
The second volume entitled, Shojo-Chi [virgin land] was first published in Japan during World War
II. In this story, a young farmer and his family were lured to move to Hokkaido by a propaganda film
screened by the immigration office of the Hokkaido Government. However, the reclaimed land given
by the Hokkaido Government was a barren land of volcanic ash. After several years’ struggle with
cruel nature, he abandoned it, and miserably died during the Great Depression. This paper examined

each stage of his downfall, and investigated what caused him to die alone in a winter field.

Keywords: Miyoji Hayakawa, pioneer farmer, inequality, reclaimed land, Hokkaido
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