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How the Local Residents Describe Their Local
History?: The Interview of the Editor of Azashi
in Okinawa Prefecture

TAKADA, Tomokazu

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to clarify how the local residents experience and describe the history of

their local community. In this endeavor, we focusd on the Azashi, the book of local history edited

in the community in Okinawa prefecture. We clarified the method and theory of writing Azashi by

conducting the interview of the editor of Azashi, who wrote the history of Tokeshi destrict in Yomitan

village. We found a crucial gap between the descriptions of local history written by the local residents

and by the professional historians; i.e., there were much more diversity in the contexts of historical

description in local residents. These findings stressed the importance of re-examining historical

context(historical consciousness) in the present day. Further reviewing of the books of local history

including Azashi shoud cast more light on this issue.

Keywords: CHIIKI-SHISHI (BOOK of LOCAL HISTORY), AZASHI, JICHITAI-SHI, HISTORICAL

CONSCIOUSNESS
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