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Abstract

By 2018, Universities in Japan will have to deal with a significant drop-off in student population, a
problem that is presently a major concern for Japan. Many universities have focused on strengthening
their athletic programs as a way to promote publicity and bolster its school identity, and are actively
engaged in recruiting activities for athletically talented high school students. However, such recruits
must also satisfy academic standards. In the first place, the process for screening talent for university
admission is different from discovering talent (Williams & Reilly, 2000).1” For this reason, it is difficult
to identify student athletes who will excel in a university-level sport when applying a scale used by
the Japan Sports Association and other sports organizations to identify potential star athletes.

The purpose of this case study is to identify requisite elements for identifying high school athletic

recruits with the potential to succeed in university sports.
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Research was conducted using semi-structured interviews, for 9 coaches.
As a result, a few elements were identified when those coaches recruited potential high school
athletes.
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College student athletes, Scouting, Sports Talent Identification
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