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Abstract

This report analyzes Japanese policies toward Korea from the time the Meiji Restoration government
was formed up until 1872. During this period, the Restoration government notified Korea of the
restoration of imperial rule (the Meiji Restoration) and sought to reestablish diplomatic relations
with Korea. Previous research dealing with Japanese policies toward Korea during this time included
a theory asserting that the opposition was between the hard-line approach (Seikanron) and the
moderate approach (Injunron) relating to the policies toward Korea themselves, and a theory
asserting that the opposition occurred for taking charge of diplomacy toward Korea between the
Restoration government seeking to centralize diplomatic efforts toward Korea and the Tsushima Clan
clinging to vested interests based on the fact that they had been entrusted with diplomatic relations
with Korea during the Edo shogunate.

There is also a theory that the Restoration government’s policies toward Korea were always meant
as a precursor to invading Korea, as the hard line “Seikanron” approach had been advocated not only
within the government, but also among the general public, beginning in the late shogunate period and
continuing to the early Meiji period. Based primarily on diplomatic documents issued by the Japanese
government, this report examines the movements of the Restoration government, the Tsushima Clan,

and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the three parties that were in charge of Japanese policies toward
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Korea during the period under analysis, and presents a new view on these existing theories.

Key words: Japanese foreign policy, Japan-Korea relations, diplomatic relations with Korea,
Seikanron, Meiji Restoration, Tsushima Clan
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