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American Muslims and Trump
in the U.S. Presidential Election of 2016

[ZUMI, Atsushi
Abstract

The campaign for U.S. presidential election of 2016 proceeded in tandem with the crises in the
Middle East and intense political debate on immigration policy in EU nations. The rise of the Islamic
State and subsequent terror killings exacerbated Islamophobia in the U.S. which seriously suffered
American Muslims for many occasions. The emergence of Donald Trump as a leading candidate in the
presidential campaign also brought about fear among American Muslims because of his anti-Muslim
political narratives, such as “Muslim Ban” and Muslim registry in database. American Muslims faced
severe challenges of both opposing Trump’s ascendancy and choosing their preferred candidate
among Democrats.

Reviewing Trump’s anti-Muslim bigotry and the other candidates’ view on Islam and Muslims, as well
as the terror incidents in and out of the U.S., this paper discusses political orientations of American
Muslims and their voting behavior in the presidential election. Witnessed were agony and dilemma
among American Muslims in countering Trump and Republican Islamophobic tactics and “the Trump
Effects” which produced both fear and solidarity among Muslims and positive attitude toward

suffered Muslims among general American public.
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Muslim and Jews Least Likely to Favor
Trump Win

Hiltary Clinton

Dronald Trumg

. Buslim . Jeswlish Cathaolic .- Pratestant

@ Non-Affilisted @) General Public

FIGURE 2= Who i youw want fo win the presigantial election? (%) Base: Total
Respondents

il : Dalia Mogahed and Youssef Chouhoud, “American Muslim
Poll 2017: Muslims at the Crossroads,” ISPU (2017), figure 2,
p. 6.
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Muslims Least Likely Faith Community to
Vote
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Begistered Woted
@ riuslim @ Jewish Catholic @ Protestant
@ ron-afiliated @ General Public

FIGURE 3: Are you registered fo wofe af youwr present addness or not? (% Yes
Shown) Base: Total Respondents who can legally vote in the United States.
Did yow vote in the 2076 presidential election? (% Yes Shown) Base: Total
Respondents who can legally vote in the United States

Hii : Dalia Mogahed and Youssef Chouhoud, “American Muslim
Poll 2017: Muslims at the Crossroads,” ISPU (2017), figure
3, p. 6.
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Dissatisfaction with Choices, Indifference,
Not Theology, Top Reason for Muslims’
Low Vote

@ | dor'tlike any of the
people running

. Mot registered Too
busy/Mot in country

Wote doesn’t countimathber
@ Voting against my religion

@ Other/Don't know'Refuse

FHGURE 4: Can you pleass tel me wiy you did not vote in the 2018
presidantial slection? (Open end) Base: Total Respondents who did not wote in
the 2016 presidential election

Hi#t © Dalia Mogahed and Youssef Chouhoud, “American Muslim Poll
2017: Muslims at the Crossroads,” ISPU (2017), figure 4, p. 6.
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Younger Muslims Least Likely to Vote

L 0 » ® @ ] & * ® 0 W
. Yes ® o

FIGURE 5: Did you vote in the 2078 presidential slachion? (%) Base: Total
Feapondents who can legally vote in the United States

i : Dalia Mogahed and Youssef Chouhoud, “American
Muslim Poll 2017: Muslims at the Crossroads,” ISPU

(2017), figure 5, p. 7.
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