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The Order of Ideologists in the Text “Tian Xia”
of Zhuang Zi

MIZUNO, Atsushi

Abstract

In the text “Tian Xia” of Zhuang Zi, the ideologists are placed not in chronological order according to
their floruits nor in the order of teachers to disciples. They are in the order of how much they followed
the philosophy of “Nei Sheng Wai Wang” (Inner Sageness and Outer Kingliness) on which the text
“Tian Xia” is written. Due to the special circumstances that the text “Tian Xia” was established during
the Chin and Han dynasties, most ideologists in the text are Taoists and Fa Jia ideologies relating
to the commandery-county system. At the same time, the ideologists deeply relating to Taoists and
Fa Jia such as Huang-Lao Ideology and Xingming Cantong in the early Han dynasty are included.
Moreover, it is considered that the ideology of “Nei Sheng Wai Wang” was transformed, influencing
the ideology of “governing oneself leading to governing a state” such as Daxue great learning after

the Han dynasty.
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