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Henry Fielding’s View of a Family

SAWADA, Takashi

Abstract

The purpose of this research note is to show how Henry Fielding thinks a family with children should
be. In this research note, Joseph Andrews and Jonathan Wild are discussed. Fielding’s ideal family
is the Heartfree family of Jonathan Wild. Fielding writes some families in these two novels. In most
of the families, male characters have problems. Henry Fielding is thought to spend his childhood in “a
dysfunctional family.” So, his ideal family is that parents love and protect their children, and prevent

them from being anxious and nervous.
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