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Business Japanese Classes for Training
Highly Skilled Foreign Professionals

— Survey Results of Thai University Graduates
and Japanese Enterprises Study —
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OHASHI, Mayumi

Abstract

To ensure international competitiveness for Japanese enterprises, it is necessary to have highly
skilled professionals who are university graduates and have professional skills or knowledge.
According to a study by Kubota (2015), only about 40% of foreign students who want to work in
Japan can actually be employed. One of the reasons is Japanese language proficiency. Therefore,
the authors of this study included Japanese language proficiency required by Japanese enterprises
and also Business Japanese classes taught at university as critical issues. The authors analyzed the
requirements to hire foreign students by Japanese enterprises from former studies and conducted
a survey by questionnaire to Japanese enterprises in Thailand and Thai university graduates. The
results found that foreign students required high Business Japanese language skills. The authors
propose a Japanese language study program that utilizes a structure for Business Japanese classes

based on Kamiyoshi and Tsunekawa’s theory as an approach to Business Japanese education (2010).
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