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To Rome—Iconography of “St. Sebastian”:
A Study of the Pshychological Mechanism
of the Mishima Incident ®

YASUOKA, Makoto

Abstract

Yukio Mishima, one of the greatest novelists of post-war Japan, committed suicide (happy dispatch)
on November 25, 1970. This has astounded his readers in Japan as well as readers abroad since the
date of his death. What drove him to this horrific final act? The author of this paper hypothesized
that Mishima was tortured over his evading conscription into the Japanese Army for medical reasons,
and published the academic paper based upon this hypothesis in 2015. Furthermore, the author
observed the importance of his 6-month long journey throughout the North and South America into
Europe, which was done since the end of 1951 until the spring of 52, and discussed that Mishima had
embraced a strong desire of life deeply in his mind. This means, inside of Mishima’s existence, there
was a strange and complex desire of living and dying at the same time. This recognition brought a
fruit of one other academic paper, which was published in 2016. This new paper named ‘To Rome-

9

Iconography of “St. Sebastian”’ deals with Guido Reni’s ‘St. Sebastian’ that became, according to
Mishima’s ‘Confessions of a Mask’, an object of 13 year-old Mishima’s first masturbation and analyzes
how it meant to visit from Greece to Rome and appropriate ancient Greek ruins and drawings and
sculptures of Rome for the novelist’s existence. This is the newest and third edition by the author

dealing with the Mishima Incident.
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Reviewed by Ted Ribakowsky, Master of Arts, New York University

Key Words: Yukio Mishima, Mishima Incident, Confessions of a Mask, November 25, 1970, St.
Sebstian, Guido Reni.
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