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A Case Study of Co-operative Felt Industry
in Ulaanbaatar: Forming Women’s “Self-Sufficient
Places” in Transitional Mongolian Society
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Abstract

After the introduction of market economy in the early 1990s, economic growth of Mongolia
has increased by activities of multinational enterprises and exploitation of mineral resources.
The economic activities of Ulaanbaatar have become active, and now the city absorbs nearly half
population of Mongolia who used to be rural nomads. Meanwhile, the disparities between rural and
urban, as well as the haves and the have-nots in the city have been widened, and these economic gaps
enlarge year by year. The difficulties of the city immigrant life especially emerge on women and their
children’s daily lives who are not able to get means for their financial independence.

This study introduces a co-operative felt industry which provides financial opportunities to the
vulnerable women who live in the midst of the contemporary structural social changes, and it also

investigates their process for “forming self-sufficient places” in the city.
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