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Teachers’ Learning Processes in Heterogeneous
Collaborative Lesson Study

ABE, Takayuki

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify what factors influence learning process among in-service
teachers, university students, and graduate students in heterogeneous collaborative lesson study.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted to in-service teachers participating in the lesson study.
Analysis was performed using the Modified Grounded Theory Approach (M-GTA) method to generate
concepts, categories, and relationship diagrams.

The theme of the analysis was “Transformation of relationships among in-service teachers and
university students in a heterogeneous collaborative lesson study.” As a result, five categories, three
sub-categories, and 13 concepts were generated. Further, the following three points were clarified.
1) In the early stages of the lesson study, teachers reported interpersonal conflicts, such as a feeling
of distance, gaps in understanding, and dilemmas in relation to the university students. 2) There
were factors that changed the relationships between in-service teachers and university students; for
example, due to the compromise on the part of the teachers, breakthroughs due to the influence of
third parties, and stimulation from the university students. 3) Mutual involvement was settled through
the sharing of concrete items that became central topics for discussion in the lesson study, such as a
confirmation of teaching materials in the lesson study and students’ reactions in the advance lessons.
As a result, a flat community with less hierarchical relation was fostered.

Key words: Heterogeneous Collaborative Lesson Study, In-service teachers, Learning Processes,
M-GTA
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