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A Study on Teaching the Labiodental [f] to
Japanese Learners of Chinese

OGATA, Tetsuya

Abstract

This paper studies how to teach the labiodental [f] to Japanese learners of Chinese. There is no
labiodental in the Japanese phonological system. Therefore, it is difficult to acquire the labiodental
[f] for Japanese learners. The researcher conducted two experiments which will be outlined in this
paper. One of the experiments had four subjects listen to a few combined sounds. The following
inferences were derived from the experiment’s results: the most important part of the sound
for the perception of [f] is the consonant on-glide, and the next is the consonant off-glide. The
other experiment employed the McGurk effect. The result of this experiment showed that visual
information is also important for the perception of [f]. Based on these results, this study presents an
effective teaching method for the labiodental [f].
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The sound f is formed by pressing the lower lip against the upper teeth and allowing the air to
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known as the McGurk effect, named the lead scientist who first discovered it. The effect can be quite
strong. In our own laboratory, we find that a visible va overrides an audible ba 98 percent of time.”
(COBIGIE (XFT—=2%R) LLTmbi, RMCHERLZADEIZHKEL TWS, ZORRIE
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WG I BT DR 2 1ZORATZMBOEFIIIT> Tnrv, ZiUE, HEHEE I »r65%EE
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WeBrE (h -y g) 3, HEBRICIZ)RECRELZZITTVWDL LW ZHIZBWTIE
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