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Did Thorstein Veblen Keep a Cat?

— Evolution and Culture in The Theory
of the Leisure Class —

YOSHIDA, Kazuhiko

Abstract

In his pioneering work The Theory of the Leisure Class, Thorstein Veblen researches various
aspects of human behavior in modern industrial society and describes its key feature as conspicuous
consumption: Modern people, now largely liberated from extreme poverty, are increasingly using
various products not only to satisfy their vital needs, but also to simply show other people that
they can afford such products. Veblen tries to describe a cultural-historical process in which this
behavioral pattern gradually prevailed, calling it “evolution of institutions”.

The present article aims to clarify what Veblen’s concept of the theory of evolution looks like in The
Theory of the Leisure Class and how it must be interpreted if this work does not contradict his
other works. Unlike some interpreters who attempted to understand the theoretical dynamics in The
Theory of the Leisure Class by supposing two opposite principles, i.e. conspicuous consumption
and instinct of workmanship, I take a monistic position and interpret conspicuous consumption as a

degenerate variant of the instinct of workmanship.
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HECTSI L 722017 4EOMEHC L 2 &, KIS 2 IR F i 1 CRBEER G GO CHEHE
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[Taka: 1998] p. 456.

PIF, ARMBEOFGEE LT, Zhai [R5 5 L OJHE conspicuous consumption | [ &8 ) O

{H# vicarious consumption] # V2 2 LI12T 5. GIFIEWLOhH L [HEEHROMER] OIRTIE

FEEAEE O, [WURIIEE (BEH) ] THREE (FREL0 ] TR E ONEEEL) ] e s
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ZEH) AALRDOEEOLNDG ] mELL, [REFLPLOWEE] & Lz ZhuxfL, BEOHR

BliEBbBoh [fUTHHE] T-HLTwLP, [REULNLOWE] LKLY EA 25720 [HK

LY OFEE] L L7

7272 L 2@ [H#fbEvolution| &9 FEIX 190245 B ORI A SEIFE S, DIEORTIZHEIZ [ F
EFE nHlEORFENIE] LhoTwad, Y7Ly (@EEBI) THEMROER MHEETH

AL AT SO, 20154E, p. 6 2 B,

[Veblen: 1899] p. 1. (FBERp. 11)

O [HE] L) BV LIZDOWTIE, F4ETERO T LiF 5.

[Veblen: 1899] p. 38. (333 p. 51-52)

LE 5 A, AR ENAH T LS TEYZD ) 2089 2iE, BRLPLHBINEMGICEG S
b, 72l R, ERCEROBRWAEZIEY Yy v 7 7= FZOMOE I T) —ETH > &) BIALE L
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FAAZ T T CEMINC T ) —HBIZHA TEL Z RO L Vo EHA Y A VI 2[5 ORI
%517 THAS.

[Veblen: 1899] p. 75. (JFillp. 89, 7272 Lil% —#lZH)

Ivid. (7272 LA —HARHE)

Ibid. p. 74. (FFFp. 88)
Ibid. p. 75ff. (FFFR p. 89-90)
Ibid. p. 59ff. (FFFR p. 73ff.)

Ibid. p. T1ff. (FFFR p. 86ff.)

Ibid. p. 119ff. (FBERp. 136ff.)

Ibid. p. 112ff. (FBFRp. 129ff.)

PUF, AZFCAYSFINTER I 2 W D @ 70 BR Y [Dorfman: 1934] 12 & 4.

F—=7< 2 200 LT HERMELE - HIZ—BL T, AXRYH— (k) Ok~ ~ofBhEE LTash
TBY, BEA 2 — )V RFETHZ Tz 24+ — (William Graham Sumner: 1840-1910) @228 % 1544
LCTWwa., ZOEMIZDLOTELNLRIDOTIEIH LD, ZITHITHEDLL V., ARV —-EHD
ZHEBHMRS, RLT—HETREr 27205 Th 5.

HEALHEEOREINE T 572D Y DT & 7205, Hi%% [HokE] CaluUERiEs) &
% [EoRE] Gty FTCUERIE2) 3205200, FRBKIZEN 2w 0HS Lo
Twb. #Ffflid [Setoguchi / Kijima: 2012] 2 ZHE. AFTlE, LRI L 2505, oS ML
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[Lamarck: 1809] ¥ ilp. 141-142 % M. LA T <NV 7 DJELTIE, F1) b0 BFECTH L |
HARLAPO72EHmEONT VS, BWEIAHDEX AL, BEOIETZT TR, BT
THOZ L CWALERH 7=, H728 ).

TS E OBRIIESHICESL F TSI N TWAR W,
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