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The Split of Jewish Identity in 18-19th Century
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KAWANA, Takashi

Abstract

The split of identity in Polish Jewry began in the second half of the 18th century. Jewish people
in the Polish-Lithuanian state, boasting the largest Jewish population in the world, enjoyed wide-
ranging autonomy. But their political and economic status decayed along with the decline of the
Polish state in the 18th century. Simultaneously, mystical-religious movements such as Frankism or
Hasidism appeared and spread all over Poland. These new movements shook the order of the Jewish
communities controlled by traditional, orthodox authorities, and cracked the national-religious
identity of Polish Jewry.

This paper is an attempt to describe the process of this identity-splitting in the second half of 18th
century Poland from the viewpoints of its ideology and movement. Afterwards, in the 19th century,
a new sect of reformatory Judaism came into being under the influence of the Jewish enlightenment
movement “Haskalah.” This new third trend of Judaism will be discussed in future editions of this

journal.
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