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Career Paths of Students with Foreign Roots in
Pursuit of Internationality and Diversity

“Will Japan remain their home?”

SUTO, Kayo
YATSU, Hiroko

Abstract

This study examines the pathways to higher education and career development awareness of students
with foreign roots at Tokyo International University, with the aim of considering appropriate forms of
university support. At Tokyo International University, there are students with foreign roots who do
not fall within the conventional category of international students. With one or both parents of foreign
nationality and long-term residence in Japan, they represent a distinct “third group” with unique
educational needs and career potential. Drawing on interviews with ten students, this study, from the
perspective of Japanese language instructors, examines the factors behind this university enrollment
and perceptions of career development. The findings highlight the university’s role as an entry point
to higher education for students with foreign roots and the factors supporting this role. They also
revealed that, despite concerns about Japan’s labor environment and linguistic challenges, these
students are actively seeking employment in Japan. Therefore, this study proposes a comprehensive

support framework to assist their career choices and employment opportunities.

Keywords: students with foreign roots, university enrollment, career development, Japanese

language support, multilingual speakers
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W71 [T mean my father also wants us to stay in Japan and we are already in Japan and

he teaches us all this because he knows that in the future he said to interact with
his company because he knows that in the future I want to work for a Japanese

company so that’s why he likes to introduce us to Japanese.
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W71 1 1 do think that a lot of the Japanese people that I've seen in interviews and who

have told about reality, they say that work is life, like the such and everything.

And I kind of disagree because I don’t veally think that work is life. Work is part

of life. So I don’t kmow if I can survive in Japanese work culture. So I do want to

work i Japanese companies for a while to get some experience. And then I hope I

can probably open my own company with some partners or something.
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W71 1 [If someone asked me what my native country is, I would say Pakistan because

that's where I'm from. But if someone says where my home 1s, I would say both the

countries (Pakistan and Japan).

WhHEI [(BFoEIZ7 1) EresiLz®ic, THARIE? | EE2NT) Japan? It’s still
home. But it’s more people make me feel home. If I don’t have my friends and

people, I wouldn’t consider home. |
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