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Abstract

Universities in Japan have not only intellectual resources as educational and research institutions,
but also valuable human resources such as highly competitive athletes and excellent sports leaders.
Many universities have physical education and sports facilities, and can be said to be valuable
institutions that have revitalized society through sports (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, 2016). Against this background, college soccer has long contributed to the
development of excellent soccer players. In recent years, an increasing number of players have gone
on to become professionals after college soccer, but there are few studies that focus on scouting,
which is the first opportunity in the career process for college students.

Accordingly, in this study, we conducted a questionnaire survey of college soccer players (n =
347) from the same college as in a previous survey five years ago, with the aim of clarifying the
significance of college soccer by identifying the awareness and change of awareness of college soccer
players when being scout, and clarifying the important points for college soccer players to become
professionals.

The results of the survey show that although there are differences in the views of scouts and
students on what is important during scouting, students have a better understanding of what

scouts and J.League clubs are looking for than before. However, since there is still a certain lack
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of awareness, students as well as coaches need to be aware of the kind of player scouts want and
develop those area. As a result, we believe that college soccer provides a four-year period in which

students can grow as soccer players in terms of both their human qualities and soccer game skills.

Key Words: College soccer players, Scouting, Professional soccer player
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