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The Creation of a New Jewish Identity in the Jewish Bund

KAWANA, Takashi

Abstract

In the autumn of 1897 the General Jewish Labour Bund in Lithuania, Poland and Russia (shortly the
Jewish Bund) was founded as the first party of Jewish socialist workers in Lithuania.The Jewish Bund
aimed at the revolution in the Russian Empire from the standpoint of internationalism. After that,
due to various factors, it changed to a Jewish labour party, which raised the national demands of the
Jewish workers, and created a new Jewish identity corresponding to the modern class society.

This paper clarifies this process by examining the following three elements into details.

(1) The process of transition of Polish Jewish Identity since the eighteenth century

(2) The history of revolutionary movements in the Russian Empire and Russian Poland

(3) The polemic over the national question in the Marxist world of the time

The Jewish Bund survived the First World War and played an important role in restored Poland, but

virtually ceased to exist after the Holocaust.
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