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Reading Chiikishi-shi: Concrete Images of Local History
Written by Ordinary People in the Community

TAKADA, Tomokazu

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the contents of chiikishi-shi (local history books) that have
been produced in large numbers in local communities. As an example, we will take up four books and
introduce their contents by reading them through.

A chitkishi-shi is a book of local history written by local residents themselves. Chitkishi-sht are
not written by specialists like historians. The compilation process may involve enlisting the help of
experts in some way, but basically, chiikishi-shi are created by local residents who are “amateurs of
history”. Although chiikishi-shi have been referenced for research purposes in both historical and
sociological studies, their contents have not been clarified by reading the entire books. Therefore, the
significance of this paper is to clarify these contents by reading individual chiikishi-shi.

Specifically, four chiikishi-shi published in Okinawa, Hokkaido, and Niigata Prefectures were taken
as examples, and their contents were examined.

It was thus clarified that (1) the way in which chiikishi-shi were created, and the historical images
written therein are diverse, (2) the people who wrote chiikishi-shi affirmed the local communities
in which they lived, and (3) although some chitkishi-shi were compiled from secondary sources,
there are some that carefully examine primary historical materials and depict a detailed and dynamic

history.
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Through an examination of these works, we intend, moving forward, to clarify the historical
consciousness of the local community.
Keywords: Chiikishi-shi, Aza-shi, Oaza-shi, Local Community, “amateurs of history”, Historical

Consciousness
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