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What the Tokyo Olympics Exposed

— Japan’s Sports World Problems Brought
by Nationalism —

KAJITA, Minako

Abstract

This paper confirms that because of the Olympics’ high affinity with nationalism and the government’s
direct involvement in sports promotion and its emphasis on the Olympics, the Japanese sports world
and system have developed based on Olympic supremacy and victory supremacy, in which “victory”
is the greatest value. In addition, although many have analyzed the series of disturbances surrounding
the Tokyo Olympics as an Olympic problem, we found that the essence of the problem actually lies
not only in the Olympics but also in these Japanese sports circles.

The conclusion drawn from this issue is that it is not enough to just appropriate the Olympics, but
that it is necessary to examine the entire competitive sports world, with the Olympics at the top of
the list.

Key-word.: Sports nationalism, The Olympics supremacy principles, Victory supremacy principles
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