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Forming “Self-Sufficient Places” in Ulaanbaatar:
A Case Study of Mongolian Young People from
Children’s Home

UEMURA, Sayaka
TAMURA, Airi
MURAI, Miki

Abstract

This research presents the process of establishing “Self Sufficient Places (we named “jiba”)” of
Mongolian urban young people who used to grow up in Ulaanbaatar Children’s Home, through
collaborative research of social welfare study and cultural anthropology. After the democratization in
the 1990s, Mongolia experienced a rapid transition from socialism to a liberal economic system. As a
result, many people lost their jobs and were left in impoverished situations. Especially many children
were exposed to difficult social situations and some of them were sent to the Children’s Home.

Our research has focused on those young people. The characteristics of our research can be
summarized as follows. 1) We consider these people not as people who receive support passively, but
who can make their survival places actively. 2) We examine the process of forming “jiba” through
people’s life histories, spanning a quarter of a century. 3) We present their self-build flexible living
spaces in the Ger-district in Ulaanbaatar as cases of forming of Jiba process.
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