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Vocabulary in the Chinese Language

— in Relation to Neologisms and Buzzwords —

SETOGUCHI, Isao

Abstract

Language is closely related to the systems, politics, ideologies, and other aspects of a society and
develops under their influence. The Chinese society underwent a significant change in terms of
its language after China introduced market economics under the reforms and open-door policies
instituted from 1979. That change entailed the creation of huge volumes of “neologisms.”

This study considers neologisms as newly coined words and phrases and discusses “neologisms” that
found their place in people’s lives, predominantly in spoken language, over the passage of time and
the buzzwords that were created among them from the 1990s to about 2010. It organizes, by year,
the Neologism (Buzzword) Dictionary—a representative of the neologism dictionaries published
throughout China in competition with each other at the time—and presents the characteristic
features of each year’s dictionaries. Two of these dictionaries are compared in concrete detail to
confirm how neologisms were recorded. Furthermore, this study reveals several issues through the

various dictionaries and considers them from the perspective of Chinese language education.

Keywords: Neologisms, Buzzwords, Vocabulary in the Chinese Language, Spoken Language, Chinese

Society, Chinese language education
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