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Conversational Adjustment Features of Japanese
Native Speakers in Contact Situations
with Pre-Intermediate Japanese Language Learners:
Cases of Interactions during ‘“Conversation Partner”
Sessions

KUBO, Aki
SHINOZAKI, Yoshie
SHIBATA, Sae

Abstract

This study investigates how Japanese native speakers (NS) with no experience in Japanese language
education adjust their own and interlocutor’s utterances in one-on-one natural conversations with
non-native speaker (NNS) during “Conversation Partner (CP)” sessions, which allows international
students to practice conversation with Japanese students at Tokyo International University. The
analysis shows that NSs paraphrased their Japanese words and sentences using simple Japanese
before communication problems arise. In addition, NSs often confirmed their own understandings
by summarizing or completing NNS’s incomplete and/or inaccurate utterances, and in this case

adjustments were more likely to succeed. On the other hand, adjustments were less successful when
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NSs replaced the NNS’s English with Japanese or when the NS replaced its own Japanese speech with
English. We observed different characteristics from previous studies conducted on Japanese language
educators, and these findings will help optimize our educational guidance for future CP staff and

general Japanese native speakers.

Keywords: Adjustment, Japanese native speaker with no experience in Japanese language education,

Pre-intermediate Japanese language learners, Contact situation, Easy Japanese
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