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Forming �Self-Sufficient Places� in Ulaanbaatar: 
A Case Study of Mongolian Young People from 

Children�s Home

UEMURA, Sayaka
TAMURA, Airi

MURAI, Miki

This research presents the process of establishing �Self Sufficient Places (we named �jiba�)� of 

Mongolian urban young people who used to grow up in Ulaanbaatar Children�s Home, through 

collaborative research of social welfare study and cultural anthropology. After the democratization in 

the 1990s, Mongolia experienced a rapid transition from socialism to a liberal economic system. As a 

result, many people lost their jobs and were left in impoverished situations. Especially many children 

were exposed to difficult social situations and some of them were sent to the Children�s Home.

Our research has focused on those young people. The characteristics of our research can be 

summarized as follows. 1) We consider these people not as people who receive support passively, but 

who can make their survival places actively. 2) We examine the process of forming �jiba� through 

people�s life histories, spanning a quarter of a century. 3) We present their self-build flexible living 

spaces in the Ger-district in Ulaanbaatar as cases of forming of Jiba process.
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Measuring the Working Memory of the Aged: 
An interview with Mariko Osaka, the Developer of 

Japanese Reading Span Test

TAKASUNA, Miki
NATORI, Hironori

SUZUKI, Tomoko

In the project of oral history research in the history of psychological testing, we interviewed Mariko 

Osaka, former professor of psychology at Osaka University. She has developed the Japanese Reading 

Span Test and has been applying it to various generations of people. This test is especially susceptible 

to working memory, which suggests that the test could be effectively applied to the aged. In the 

interview we recognized how she could develop the test and also found an important relationship 

between the basic research training and the attitude toward clinical phenomena during the phase of 

undergraduate and graduate course.

Keywords:  Japanese Reading Span Test, working memory, Mariko Osaka, psychological test for aged, 

oral history
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Vocabulary in the Chinese Language
 in Relation to Neologisms and Buzzwords 

SETOGUCHI, Isao

Language is closely related to the systems, politics, ideologies, and other aspects of a society and 

develops under their influence. The Chinese society underwent a significant change in terms of 

its language after China introduced market economics under the reforms and open-door policies 

instituted from 1979. That change entailed the creation of huge volumes of �neologisms.�

This study considers neologisms as newly coined words and phrases and discusses �neologisms� that 

found their place in people�s lives, predominantly in spoken language, over the passage of time and 

the buzzwords that were created among them from the 1990s to about 2010. It organizes, by year, 

the Neologism (Buzzword) Dictionary a representative of the neologism dictionaries published 

throughout China in competition with each other at the time and presents the characteristic 

features of each year�s dictionaries. Two of these dictionaries are compared in concrete detail to 

confirm how neologisms were recorded. Furthermore, this study reveals several issues through the 

various dictionaries and considers them from the perspective of Chinese language education.

Keywords:  Neologisms, Buzzwords, Vocabulary in the Chinese Language, Spoken Language, Chinese 

Society, Chinese language education
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Conversational Adjustment Features of Japanese 
Native Speakers in Contact Situations 

with Pre-Intermediate Japanese Language Learners: 
Cases of Interactions during �Conversation Partner� 

Sessions

KUBO, Aki

SHINOZAKI, Yoshie
SHIBATA, Sae

This study investigates how Japanese native speakers (NS) with no experience in Japanese language 

education adjust their own and interlocutor�s utterances in one-on-one natural conversations with 

non-native speaker (NNS) during �Conversation Partner (CP)� sessions, which allows international 

students to practice conversation with Japanese students at Tokyo International University. The 

analysis shows that NSs paraphrased their Japanese words and sentences using simple Japanese 

before communication problems arise. In addition, NSs often confirmed their own understandings 

by summarizing or completing NNS�s incomplete and/or inaccurate utterances, and in this case 

adjustments were more likely to succeed. On the other hand, adjustments were less successful when 
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NSs replaced the NNS�s English with Japanese or when the NS replaced its own Japanese speech with 

English. We observed different characteristics from previous studies conducted on Japanese language 

educators, and these findings will help optimize our educational guidance for future CP staff and 

general Japanese native speakers.

Keywords:  Adjustment, Japanese native speaker with no experience in Japanese language education, 

Pre-intermediate Japanese language learners, Contact situation, Easy Japanese
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