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Al-Jazeera Report : Clashes as Israeli
soldiers storm Al-Agsa compound

13 Sep 2015 Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
condemns "attack"” on Al-Agsa following clashes at one of
Islam's holiest sites.

Clashes have erupted after a number of Israeli soldiers
entered the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem,
police and witnesses said.

The presidency strongly condemns the attack by the
occupier's military and police against the Al-Agsa Mosque
and the aggression against the faithful who were there.

The Israeli security personnel used tear gas and stun
grenades, as they entered the compound to arrest what
they called Palestinian "stone throwers".



Withesses from both the sides

Omar Kiswani, the manager of Al-Agsa Mosque, told Al Jazeera
that 80 "Jewish settlers" protected by the Israeli police, attacked
the mosque when confronted by Palestinian volunteer guards.

A statement issued by the Israeli police said that "masked
protesters who were inside the mosque threw stones and
fireworks at police".

A Muslim witness accused police of entering the mosque and
causing damage, saying prayer mats were partially burned.

Clashes later continued outside the mosque complex, with
police firing tear gas and stun grenades.

Israeli security forces closed the mosque's compound to
worshippers following the clashes that come just hours before
the start of the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah.



Israeli Police Spokesperson

Micky Rosenfeld, a spokesman for Israeli police, said that
the Israeli police received intelligence in the morning about

the possible disturbances at Al-Agsa Mosque that would
involve explosive devices as well as stones thrown at Jewish
visitors.

"...[O]ur police officers entered the area, | am talking about
the Temple Mount area only, and shut the front doors of
the Al-Agsa Mosque to prevent those riots from
overflowing onto the Temple Mount area.

"Our police units took the situation under control from 20
to 25 minutes only using stun grenades, non-lethal
weapons only to make sure that situation remained calm."



Who triggered the clashes?

Al Jazeera's Scott Heidler, reporting from Jerusalem, said there are
some reports that Jewish groups and Jewish activists who are not
supposed to pray in the Al-Agsa compound got in there, and this is
what could have triggered the clashes.

"We are hearing that the minister of agriculture, a member of a
right-wing political party here in Israel [Uri Ariel, Jewish Home
Party], was waiting to get into the compound this morning. If that
directly sparked what we saw, it is difficult to say," Heidler said.

The disturbances came with tensions running high after Israeli
Defence Minister Moshe Yaalon last week banned two Muslim

groups from entering the mosque compound - Islam's third holiest
Site.

Israel seized East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, in the Six Day
War of 1967 and later annexed it in a move not recognised by the
international community.
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Israeli Knesset
Based on March 17th Exit Polls

Arab Center-Left Center Ultra Orthodox Right
United List13 @ Meretz5 @ Yesh Atid 12 ® Shas 7 @ Israel Beiteinu 5
@ ZionistUnion27 ¢ Kulanu10 ®uTlJe @® Likud 27
® Jewish Home 8

Possible Coalition
...... /" Favoring Netanyahu

........ {
----- |
-

(63 Seats)

SOURCE: Haaretz.com's Exit Poll Central
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MK and Deputy Knesset Speaker Moshe Feiglin, a longtime Temple
Mount prayer rights advocate, = * "publicly questions the legality of the
Wakf and its authority to administer the Temple Mount.

He recently sent a letter to the police, asking for clarification regarding
the legal authority of the body, and subsequently challenged the reply
that a government decision taken after the Six Day War authorized the
Wakf to continue running the site. ("Feiglin to question legal authority,
legitimacy of Temple Mount Waqf”, Jerusalem Post, 9/15/2013)
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e 2015.07.31(CNN)

 Repeat attacker stabs 6 at Jerusalem gay pride parade, police say.
An Orthodox Jew who stabbed marchers at a Jerusalem gay pride
parade 10 years ago launched another knife attack at the same type
of parade in the same city Thursday, stabbing and wounding six
people who were on the streets for the event, police said.
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Graffiti outside the Dawabsha home in
Duma that reads ‘Long live the Messiah
king” (Times of Israel)l A 77155 X A%
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Picture of a price tag attack in Agraba in the West Bank,
where Israeli extremists had written

“Price tag, Jewish revenge”.[{EF, 24V ADEE]
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Why Jewish Terror Is Different This
Time?(Forward, August 1, 2015)

It’s possible that none of that is relevant, and that these are merely
the latest in a series of occasional outbursts by hotheads at the
undisciplined edge of the settler community. It’s also possible that
there’s a convergence underway on the radical, messianist fringes

of the three movements. It’s been noted in recent years that the

three movements — Chabad, Bratslav and Kahanist — are all led by

dead rebbes who aren’t around to discipline their more eccentric
followers.

There are few truer believers than those who continue faithfully
following their beloved leader even in death. And there are few
moments in history more volatile, and more vulnerable to the blind
passions of messianists, than moments when the air all around is
filled with talk of apocalypse and end times. The more the popular
mood leans toward apocalyptic hysteria, the more the messianist
true believers at the fringes will take it upon themselves to take
action and bring the end times closer.
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E. Sivan & M.Friedman,eds, Religious Radicalism
and Politics in the Middle East, SUNY,1990

* With the appearance of Meir Kahane, however, the most
radical aspects of the opposing camps have been
combined: a militant confrontation within the Jewish
ranks, on the one hand, and a sharp messianism, on the
other. Kahane has managed to free himself if the
restrictions imposed by “love for one’s fellow Jews,” in
the style of the messianic Zionist camp, as well as from
the fear connected with premature redemption, in the
style of the anti-Zionist ultra-Orthodox camp. And in the
process, all constraints have been removed.’ (E. Ravitzky,

“Religious Radicalism and Political Messianism in Israel,
p.33)
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Meir David Kahane (1932 — 1990) was a New
York born Israeli rabbi, radical Zionist political
figure, teacher and writer, whose work became
either the direct or indirect foundation of most
modern Jewish militant and far right-wing
political groups. He was an ordained
Orthodox rabbi and later served as a member
of the Israeli Knesset.
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Kahane’s Enemy as "Hellenists"

 Kahane often pejoratively called other Jewish
coreligionists as "Hellenists" (a reference to Jews
who assimilated into Greek culture, lost their
Jewish faith, identity and even language after
Judea's occupation by Alexander the Great).

* “Hellenists” who speak Hebrew, that is, secular
Jews, are considered to be Kahane’s enemy,
even though they are coreligionists, as well as
"Hellenists" who speak Arabic as goyim(non-
Jews), that is, Arabs.

* |tis his divine duty to fight against such
"Hellenists."
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Kahane as an Exception
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Note: written
"Torah" equals
Penteteuch
Samaritan: Torah and Samaritan Oral
modern Orthodox
Koraite: denies oral Torah Chasidim z:::(

Ultra-
Orthodoxy: Torah writtenby 6.d_J'  Waredi (Veshivish) 1. ¢ - Orthodox
Yemenite Orthodox Judaism

Masorti / Conservative: Torah inspired by 6.d; law observed

Reconstructivist

Reformed: Torah inspired by 6.d; law not observed
Humanistic: non-theistic

Classical Reform - stress religion not ethnic
Small modern groups Neolog - Hungarian conservative
Jewish Renewal - counter-culitural

Beta Isreal (Ethiopia) \ Jewish Science - counterpart to Christian Science
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Heterodox Messianic Judaism . . .
Religious Zionists
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Two Kinds of “Jewish Fundametalists
(1) Ultra-Orthodox

e 1)Ultra-orthodox or Haredi Jews adhere to the interpretation
and application of the laws and ethics of the Torah as legislated
in the Talmudic traditions.

e Shas Party (lit. Sephardi guards of the Torah) represents the
interests of Haredi Sephardic and Mizrahi or Oriental Jews,
founded in 1984 under the leadership of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, a
former Israeli Sephardi chief rabbi, who remained its spiritual
leader until his death in October 2013.

 United Torah Judaism, formed in 1992, is an alliance of two
small Ashkenazi Ultra-Orthodox parties, Degel HaTorah and
Agudat Israel.



Two Kinds of “Jewish Fundamentalists”
(2) Religious Zionists

e 2)Religious Zionists

* Religious Zionists or Dati Leumi "National Religious" have an
extreme ideology that combines Zionism and Jewish religious
faith. Religious Jews believe that the Land of Israel was
promised to the ancient Israelites by God and the right of the
Jews to the land is Religious Jews believe that "Eretz Yisrael"
(the Land of Israel) was promised to the ancient Israelites by
God and the right of the Jews to the land.

 The National Religious Party (Mafdal), representing the
religious Zionist movement , was formed in 1956 and
dissolved in 2008. Increasingly associated with Israeli settlers,
they formed a political alliance with the strongly right-wing
National Union and then joined the new Jewish Home
party(Beyit Yehudi) led by Naftali Bennett, Minister of the
Economy.



ISIS threatens Hamas — but move could bring

Israel & Palestine closer to fight common enemy

1 Jul, 2015,Reuter

Islamic State has issued a stark warning to the Palestinian group Hamas
that the Gaza Strip could be next on their list of territories they want to
conguer. The jihadist organization has accused Hamas of not enforcing
Islamic law stringently enough.

"We will uproot the state of the Jews (Israel) and you and Fatah, and all
of the secularists are nothing and you will be overrun by our creeping
multitudes," said a masked Islamic State member, Reuters reported.

"The rule of Sharia (Islamic law) will be implemented in Gaza, in spite
of you. We swear that what is happening in the Levant today, and in
particular the Yarmouk camp, will happen in Gaza," he said.

ISIS fighters overran much of the Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp in
April in Damascus, establishing a foothold in the Syrian capital for the
first time. Palestinian and Syrian officials have vowed to retake
Yarmouk, a built-up area that housed 160,000 Palestinians and Syrians
before the civil war.
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target Hamas, Islamic Jihad armed wings in Gaza

There were no |mmed|ate claims of
responsibility, but initial suspicions pointed
to an Islamic State-affiliated group in the
Gaza Strip.

* Islamic State logos were seen scrawled on
the street across from one of the cars, the
Palestinian Ma’an News Agency reported.

* On Saturday, an Islamic State group in the
Sinai Peninsula carried out an attack on
Egyptian military forces, killing five, in the D o e
latest assault on security forces in the restive Photo by CNN
region. s

* Sunday’s incident was the latest in the
ongoing war of attrition between Hamas
and radical Salafist groups in the Gaza Strip,
who have tried to undermine the Islamist
group’s power.

e (Times of Israel, July 19, 2015)

Photo by Jerusalem Post
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